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207 H ancient and modern Trfidels have 
objected to Chriſtianity all the Vices com- 
mitted by nominal Chriſtians, with as much 
Fuſtice as they may blame right Reafon and 
Conſcience. for all the Folly and Roguery in the 


World. The Wickednsſs of him who les ir 


an open Violation of tlie Goſpel Precepts is ad- 


mitted as an Evidence againſt the Goſpel; while | 


the ſhining Example and diſtinguiſhed Virtues 
of him, who lives under it's Influence, and is 
guided by it's Laws, are overlooked or explained 


away. Chriſtian Virtue is called mercenary, 


as being built on Motives too power ful and in- 
tereſting to refiſt ; but the Degeneracy of Chri- 


ſtian Communities is excuſable ; the Blame is 


laid 'on Chriſtianity, which is now too feeble, 
and proves itſelf ineſfectual to reform the Man- 
ners of Mankind. What would be thought in 
a Court of Fuſtice of ſuch Accuſers, who ſhould 
charge Impotency and a Rape upon the ſame 
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Perſon at the ſame Time? Fur my Part, I 
think one eminent Example of of Chriflian Piety, 


a better A in Defence A Chr: . 


Offer of 7 if an impartial Diftributin of of 
Juſtice, if to feed the Hungry, to clothe the 
Naked, and to promote any pe & of Merit 
— edi 
=, 4, ab Mer il. * pub 40 
Virtues of a good Chriſtian, we ſhould be able 
to add his aug retired M, oments, his * ours 
ſet apart for religious Offices, his Heart ranſ- 
ported with a View G, Rrovidence an 
Diſſpenſatiaus, and bis Mind elkuirad aber 
the Clorjes and Pleaſures. of Lafe, we fooald | 
form. ee the. ao/h per felt Mortality is 
ee And cbis, Sis, 15910 imaginary u- 
Mee is ny greateſt Hab. 
uted 201th our 
and ro baue recat bed ſome Part 
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To the HoxouRABTIE 


On the Subje® of 
RELIGION. 


Goop Co LONEL | ! 


AS Diſtance to diſſolve Friend- | 
ſhip, as well as ſeparate Friends, 
I ſhould think myſelf an unhap- 

py Man, as no longer having any Part, but 
what the Publick ſhared with me in the 
clear Courage, unſtained Honour, chear- 
ful Spirits, and unbounded Humanit . 
which diſtinguiſh Col. #### 
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But your laſt convinces me, that I have : 
yet a perſonal Title to your Breaſt, and 
the Virtues that glow there. All the Re- 


turn I can make, is Sincerity, and a Readi- 
neſs (in order to ſupport our common 


Friendſhip) to perform ſuch Services, as 
may not be uſeleſs to You even at this 


Diſtance. The following Thoughts are 
offered with this View, and at the ſame 
time to recall the many chearful Days, and 


pleaſurable Nights we have ſpent together, 
while the martial Genius of Great-Britain 


ſlumbered. 


And let not Religion, a Name of the 
laſt Conſequence to the Intereſts of Man- 


kind, ftartle my Friend; the General and 


the Prieſt were of old ſociable Names (a). 


And you have before this heard from me, 


that a Soldier, to diſcharge” his Duty with 


any Satisfaction to himſelf, or anſwer the 


Expectations of the Publick, muſt be re- 


8 ligious : : And however the common Opi- 


nion of the Immorality as well as Bravery 


of the Engliſh Soldiery may ſeem to diſ- 
credit this Aſſertion, yet what has Truth 


„ 
* 


and Experience for it's Foundation, is not 


(a) Q. Fabius Marimus duo ſacerdotia habuit. Liv. 
I. xxx. c. 26. 
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to be ſhaken. by the Breath of popular Pre- | 
judice. In ſome few Inſtances, a Senſe 
of Honour, Vigour of Body, and native 
Spirits, peculiar to ſome. Climates, may 
ſupply the Place of Motives more ſteady, 


and more univerſally influencing. But true 


Courage can generally be inſpired by no- 
thing but true Religion. Other Motives 
of Fortitude are only as it were the Acci- 
dents of ſome Conſtitutions ; and indeed a 


Senſe of Honour is nothing elſe, properly 


confidered, but a Senſe of one's Duty. 

If you run over the Roll of Fame, you 
will find the moſt remarkable for heroic 
Virtue, no leſs diſtinguiſhed for their Re- 
gards to Religion, The Lift of Infidel 
Generals is very ſhort. Cambyſes (o), Fla- 
minus (c), and Mezentius (d), are indeed 
handed down to us by the Hiſtorians and 
Poets of Antiquity, as ſignal for their open 
Contempt of Religion. But theſe wiſe 
heathen Writers took Care to let the 
World know, that thoſe impious Heroes 
(if they deſerve the Name) were as ſignal 
for their Misfortunes. The Inſtitution of 
Cyrus by Xenophon, I ſhould think an un- 
anſwerable, immortal Argument againſt 
4 Herodot. I. iii. (e) Liv. I. xxi. (d)Virg. En. vii & En. x. 
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Whlatevet Gan be afferted in — of 4 


Infidel Army. The moſt material Actions 
and general Character of Cyrus (whom this 
polite and wiſe Hiſtorian exhibits as a Pat- 
fern and Example for Heroes and Princes to 
imitate) are allowed to be true; 
ſperity and rapid Conqueſts are not to be 
denied, of which Monuments are yet re- 
maining. But enquire into the Cauſe of 
his Succeſs, and you will find Religion the 


grand directing Principle in the Life and 


Actions of this Hero. He is no ſooner 
choſen General, but Religion claims his 
firſt Care; ſeeming conſcious, that nothing 


elſe could ſupport his Character and enſure 


his Succeſs. He will not fo much as ha- 
rangue his Army before the ſacred Rites 
are performed. Their Confidence in him, 
he | preſumes, is built on their Conſciouſ- 
gelt that he undertook not this Expedi- 


tion, nor any Action in Life, great or 


ſmall without firſt conſulting the Gods 


and imploring their Protection. Before he 


begins his March, rallies his Troops or ot- 
ders the Attack, Hymns are ſounded, the 
God of War invoked, and Sactifices are 
made: Sovereign Jupiter, we follow thee |! 
or, Jupiter, Protector, and Conductor, is 
ee * 


His Pro- 
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Religion, and the 
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che Word for tlllyity has Nen to the Eu- 


gagement. And ſo powerful is the EX. 
ample of the General, that we find his 
Nobles diſtinguiſhed for their Reſpect to 
oon Men not pre- 
ſuming to 5 on their Armour befote they 
had offere Libations to the Gods. ThE 
whole Army before an Engagement is de- 
ſcribed, in conſequence of the ſuppoſed 
Protection of the Gods, as full of Chear- 
fulneſs, Emulation, and Coutage : For 'tis 
obſervable, ſays the Hiſtorian, that on 
theſe Occaſions, thoſe that fear the Deity 
moſt, are leaſt afraid of Men. After Con- 
queſt, the firſt Care of Cyrzs is to thank 
the Gods for his Succeſs, and the Magi are 


commanded to chooſe out of the Spoils 


what is moſt proper to be offered to the 
Gods. . When by his laſt important Con- 


queſt, and the Reduction of Babylon, he 


found himſelf at Leiſure to regulate his 
Affairs, and eſtabliſh a civil Policy, he 
employed his firſt and principal Care on re- 


ligious Affairs; and eſtabliſhed a Number | 


of Magi to fing daily a Morning Service of 


Praiſe to the Honour of the Gods, and to 
offer Sacrifice. His firſt publick Proceſſion 
among his People was in all the ſolemn 
Pomp 


16 


Pomp of Religion. As his Whale Life 


was thus directed by religious Confidera- 


tions, ſo his dying Moments were employ- 


ed in giving Thanks to the Gods for his 
Succeſſes, and in imploring their Protection 


of his Children; eſteeming it a firmer Sup- | 


port, than Extent of Empire, Number of 
Forces, or immenſe Riches. 

| Such a powerful Impreflion and hoy 
Influence had the Senſe of a falſe Deity on 
the Mind of Cyrus. What Apology then 
can a Chriſtian Officer make for his open 
Impiety and Contempt of. the God of Bat- 
tles, who has diſtinguiſhed him with great- 
er Mercies, and vouchſafed him a clearer 
Knowledge of Truth and Duty? 

If the Truth of the Hiſtory in general 


be diſputed, (which I think would betray 


great want of Faith or Honeſty in the Diſ- 
puter ; ſee Prideaux's Connect. and Rollin's 
ancient Hiſt. Vol. 2.) yet the bright 


Reaſon and charming Eloquence of Xenopbon 


vrill not be objected to. But if it muſt be 
called a moral Romance adapted to milita- 


ry Life, give me leave to aſſure you, that 


the Reflections are founded in Nature, and 
on the Principles of him, whoſe Glory it 
Was to have made Truth and Nature, 

and 


be. 
1 


„ 


and the Benefit of Mankind, his principat 


451 


Study. I need not remind you, that the 


Author of it was the Diſciple of Socrates: 


And it ſeems to be from an entire Con- 
viction of the Truth of his Maſter's Prin- 


ciples, that the illuſtrious Scholar formed 


his on Conduct in the Expedition of the 
younger Cyrus, Is a March, or Voyage 
under Conſideration, a dangerous Poſt to 
be attacked, a ſu ſpected Enemy truſted, 

or a new Alliance formed? In every Doubt 
we find this excellent Man applying to 
Heaven for Direction. Is a Mercy received 
or an unexpected Deliverance brought a- 


pout? The Glory is aſcribed to Heaven, 


and celebrated with Libations and Songs. 
KXenophon, I know, is called ſuperſtitious : : 


But if to invoke the Gods in every Ex- 


igency, and to thank them for every Mer- 
cy be called Superſtition, who would not 
glory in the Title? Nor was there any Aﬀec- 
tation or Prieſtcraft in this Conduct of Xe- 
nophon's ; For in every Diſtreſs of his pri- 


vate Fortune (e), we find him conſulting 


che Gods by Sacrifice, and obeying the 


e) 4, 6 8 Jent or him. E xped. of Creme 
7 & and Diog. Lacr. 1. ii. 4 50. Aud when the Army 
—_ have choſen him General. Exped. of Cyrus. b. 6. 


. imagined 


081. 


and Reyerence due to the true God. And 


perhaps not ſtrictiy orthodox) ſhould 


cerely exerciſing Piety, though miſtaken, 
through invincible Ignorance, in the Ob- 
ject, ſo ſeoſible of his own Weakneſs and 
Inſufficiency, and ſo fully convinced of an 
e Providence, to which he ſo 
jelty of God ſhould | ſuffer from ſuch a 
particular Interpoſition in Favour of Virr 
tue; or how his Juſtice ſhould be im- 
peached for having Regard to the beſt Per- 
formances of this noble Heathen. 

The elder Scipio (V) cloſely copied the 
Conduct of his favourite Writer Xenophon, 


Never Hero was ſurely more happily form- 


<d for Conqueſt, or took more proper Me- 
chods to animate his Soldiers. After know- 
ing his Character, and hearing his Speech- 


es, tis no wonder Men were inſpired with 


greater Hopes and Aſſurance from him, 
than the Promiſes of a frail Mortal, or 
the experienced Fluctuation of human Af- 


Liv. I. xxvi. c. 19, &c. 


fairs 


Jondgioed Portonts wih all the Submiſſion | 
ſhould, (you will indulge me a Thought 


the Almighty, from his infinite Good- 
neſs, interpoſe in Fayour of a Man ſo ſin- 


t ſee how the Ma- | 


I 5 


iy 


= 1 Lutzen fo memorable, that I need not repeat it here. Ser 
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: fates could Juſtify. His Birth was beliey'd 


miraculous, and himſelf of divine Original; 
He affected Solitude and Retirement in the 
Temple, nocturnal Viſions and Converſa- 
tion with the Gods. In his firſt Speech to 
his Soldiers, the Name of the Gods is again 
and again repeated. The Gods, that are 


the Givers of Proſperity and Victory : The 


Gods, that preſide over the Roman Empire: 
The Gods, that lead. them on to Conqueſt, 
Every favourable Incident is aſcrib'd to the 
particular Interpoſition of the Gods, and the 
ordinary Courſe of Nature, of the Winds 
and Tides, if it favours his Enterprizes, is 


| turn'd into Prodigy and Miracle (g). And 


here it muſt be own'd, theſe two amiable 
Heroes differ d. Xenophon was ſerious 3 
but Scipio, though poſleſs'd of every real 
Virtue, acted a Part, which he found ne- 
ceflary to carry on his Deſigns : A ſuf- 
ficient Teſtimony of the Neceflity of Re- 
ligion to complete the Character of a Ge- 
Marius, who learnt the Rudiments of 
War under the younger Scipio, and Scylla, 


14 Liv. 1. 26. c. 45. The Conduct of the great Guſtavus 
Adolphus 7s % fimilar to that of Scipio's, and the Ba tie 


uſhworth's H:ftor. Collect. Vol. Appendix, p. 297. 
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in Imitation of Marius, affected che ſame 


religious Turn, till at laſt, all native Prin- 


ciples of Action were extinguiſh'd by the 


civil Diſſentions, the ſpreading of Luxury, 


and the immoral Diſcipline of Epicurus. 
You'll not forgive me, if I forget your 


Cæſar: You know me a declar'd Enemy 
to Tyranny and Tyrants : Yet I can ad- 
mire Ceſar : Cæſar, on this Side the Ru- 
bicon, ſupporting the Intereſts and protect- 
ing the Friends of the Republick. Cæſar, 


if ever Mortal did, deſery'd the Empire of 


the World, If ever the Liberties of Man- 
kind were to be ſacrific'd to the Humour 
and, Ambition of one Man, he deſerv'd the 


Honour of the Oblation. When Liberty 


is ſapp'd by Corruption, it's Spirit enfeebled 
by Luxury, and it's noble Influence and 
bleſſed Fruits blaſted by the little Arts, and 
eluded by the low Craft and infamous Am- 


bition of minute Politicians, the Chain is 


doubly grievous. But Ceſar oppreſs d Li- 
berty by his too good Senſe and ſuperior 
Conduct to the reſt of Mankind. His Spi- 
rit was too great for any Thing leſs than 
Empire. He was made for this World, as 
well as this World was made for Ceſar. 
Such a Abate of D ſuch a Pre- 

ſence 
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ſence of Mind in Extremities : ſuch inde- 


fatigable Marches : ſuch Diſcipline in his 
Army, temper'd as Occaſion requir'd : with 
Officers ready to dye for their Maſter's Ho- 
nour : with Soldiers, by Experience har- 
den'd, and, from the Dangers they had 
undergone, no longer to be appall'd :A_ 
perſonal Courage, ſo diſtinguiſh'd, fo un- 
broken : a Mind ſuperior to the Horrors 
of Nature and the War of the Elements— 
The Alps ſubdu'd, the Ocean repell'd— 
All this had render'd him too great to be 


dictated to. He was form'd for Command; 
and the Roman Empire was at this Time a 


Stage fitted for this heroic Actor. The 
bright Side of his Character I will give you 
in ſhort, He was courageous, but cool: 
ambitious, but prudent: victorious, but mer- 
ciful, He was a Hero with good Senſe : 
moderate, with a Power unbounded, and 
a Tyrant with all the Virtues of Huma- 
nity. You aſk, what Traces of Religion 
appear either in Cæſar's Conduct or Writ- 


angs ? Ceſar, Sir, from the Temper of the 


Age, found his Army no longer to be ani- 
mated by religious Motives. As his grand 


Aim was Power, his Army was to be en- 
dear d to his own Perſon, by the Proſpect 
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„ 
of Plunder: and it had been the higheſt De» 
gree of Imprudence to have familiariz d his 
Soldiers to the venerable Names of that 
Mother, he had then in Mind to murther. 
Yet in his Writings he ſhews a manifeſt 
Belief of a particular Providence (). And 
at the Paſſage of the Rubicon, as conſcious 
of the Hardineſs of the Attempt, not. con- 
tent to grant his Soldiers whatever they re- 
queſted (i), he pretended a Miracle, and in- 
troduc'd the Gods as Patrons of his execra- 
ble Parricide (4), 

But Infidelity was almoſt univerſal in 
Cæſar Days (Y: the military Oath renounc'd, 
or wantonly employ'd to the Support of a 


prevailing Faction. Rome was no longet 
7 Ita five 1 


pars Civitatis Helvetiæ inſignem Calamitatem populo Lo- 
mano (patrum memoria noftrorum) intulerat, ea princeps 
pers pt 8 Cæſ. de Bell. Gall. L. 1. This is -@ for 
and juſtifies God's Denunciation againſt the 
7 Der bel, ather”s Sins, 1 Kings c. xi. 80 Shin 
| Conſueſle—Deos immortales, quo gravius homiges ex com- 
mutatione rerum doleant, quos pro ſcelere eorum ulciſci 
velint, his ſecundiores interdum res, & diuturniorem i 
nitatem concedere is a noble 2 ＋ ge „ God's Change 
ee from a State of the bigheft . * 
rute Life. 
(0 Filench Cf. Vie. 
| {San D. Ju ee 32. | 
(/) Hzc qua nunc tenet ſæculum negli entia ta eam, fg 
"Livy, (L. 3. g. 20.) woho pb 4 bis g 1 97 cars 
chf, s Death. 6:40 
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you: but I cannot help obſerving, that 


1 13 by ” 
the ſame City, all whoſe Meaſures civit as. 


well as military had been conducted by 


Religion (). This Degeneracy grew ſo faſt 
upon them, that we find in the conquering 


Army of Veſpafian a barbarous Indifferency 


to all Feats (as Mr. Gordon expreſſes it) | 
whatſoever, natural or againſt Nature (n): 


and of Vitellius, Suetonius remarks, what 


might be apply'd to moſt of the Emperors 
after Auguſtus, that he neglected all e 


divine and human (o). 
Our Engliſb Hiſtory I need not quote: to 


Henry the Fifth, the Scourge of France, 
and Raleigh, the Terror of Spain, appear 
to me as great in their religious Conduct, 
as they may to you in their 3 Capa- 
city. You cannot more admire the Bra- 
very, than I do the glorious Humility 
diſplay'd at the Battle of Azincourt, In 
the Hiſtory Sir V. Raleigh has left ch 


* . N quæ ad pacem Deum pertinebant, de re- 
oque gerendo.—Conſules ad Senatum retulerunt. 
Liv. 1 24. c. 11,—quum omnium fecundorum adverſorum- 
que Cauſas in Deos vertebant. Liv. I. 28. c. 1 * Nulla 
mos reſpublica nec major nec ſanctior fait, Li v. prefac. 


re quondam majoris rei, nifi auſpicato, ne priva- 


tim quidem gerebatur. Cicer. de Divinaz, I. 1. 16. 


Ie) Tacit. Hiſtor. l. 3. 
le) Sueton, Vitell. c. 11. 


ſterity, 


E 
ſterity, his Vindication of the ſacred Story (P), 
his Teſtimony to the Truth and Antiquity 
of the Books of Moſes (9): His aſcribing to 
God all the Happineſs, Succeſs and Victory 
of Man (7): His Cenſure of thoſe, who 
think it a Token of Liberty to deſpiſe the 


all Antiquity,. in acknowledging the Blind- 
neſs of human Wiſdom, and recommend- 


ing as Man's beſt Guide the written Will 
of God (7), and as Man's trueſt Valour 
and trueſt Wiſdom the Fear of God and 

of Hell (2) — might, I think, put to 
Bluſh the naughty Stripplings of the Age, 


who, with Mother-Wit, and Mother-Edu- 


cation, frequently commence Free-Think- 
ers, before they have learned the firſt Ele- 


ments of any Science. 


The Reign of James abou nded not 
with heroic Charatieds, Bat in the begin- 


ning of the next, we find the Patriots, as 


warmly aſſerting the Cauſe of Religion, as 


remonſtrating againſt the Violation of their 


civil Liberties. The very accompliſhed 
Denſel Hollis calls it Madneſs to think 


RY, the World, Part 1. B. 1. and 2, 

. 1. 1 . 
mo (s) B. 2. c. 22. (2) f- 542. (:) B. 1. 
6. 21. (6.) P. 538. (s) B. 5. c. 3. (17.) 5. 70 

the 


Service of God (3): His Agreement with 


[ 15] 


the State can ſubſiſt, if Religon be ſub. 


verted (“). True Religion, he adds, is 


the Heart of England, which gives it Life, 


and makes it flouriſh with Strength and 
Power. Mr. Rouſe terms it a Right of 


the higheſt Nature, that conveys to us 
greater Things than Liberties and Laws— 
Religion derived to us from the King of 
 Kings—ſftreaming down to us in the Blood 
of Martyrs, witneſſed from Heaven by 
Miracles (x.) More Authorities of the 


ſame Kind I might give you from Lord 


Louden, Sir Fohn Elliot, Mr. Waller, &c. 
to be found in Ruſbworth, Let me but 


add, but what was then the general Voice 
of both Kingdoms: It is infallibly true, 
that nothing can more eſtabliſh the Throne, 
and aſſure the Peace and Proſperity of the 
People, than—Sincerity of Religion ()). 

No ſooner had the Civil Wars awakened 


the martial Spirit of the Nation, but we 


find Religion interpoſing, and I had al- 
moſt ſaid, deciding the Conteſt. While 


the King's Army was compoſed of Men 


(ww) Ruſhworth's Hift. Colle. wol. 2. p. 371. 
(x) Ruſhworth's Hit. Coll. wol. 1. p. 645. 


- (9) Addreſs of both Houſes to the King at Oxford, 1 Car. 
w 


orth, Vol. 1. p. 181. See alſo Reaſons of the Deſires 
of his Majeſty's Subjects of Scotland, preſented to King Cha. 


I. June 13, 1639. Ruſhw. Vel. 1. 5. 942. 


acting 


1261 
alling upon Principles of Conſcience arid 
Religion, Victory declared in his Favour, 
But+ when Licentiouſneſs, Rapine, and 
Diſordef* fucceeded, and the Parliament 
Army was daily gathering Strength from 
the Practice of Sobriety, Religion, and 
Order, the Conteſt was no longer doubt- 
ful. The chief Officers of their Army 
were ſaid to be inſpired : The ſolemn 
League and Covenant had the Force of a 
military Oath : And Cromwell, who ſurely 
underſtood human Nature well, in the new 
modelling the Army, required as the beſt 
Qualification in his Officers, and as the 
Diſpoſition fitteſt for his Service, a * 
for preaching and praying. 

I will not ſay this was the only Cauſe, 
but I am ſure from the Accounts of thoſe 
Times, and from the particular Authority 
of our noble Hiſtorian, this was one of the 


| r= Cauſes of the Ruin of the Royal 


We may cloſe the Roll of Fame with 
the Duke of Marlborough ; who was of 
too good Senſe to be an Enthuſiaſt, and of 
too true a Judgment to be an Infidel. With 
i rticular Pride every Engh/hman extols 

Alito and recounts his Triumphs. 

I I have 


292 

I have heard you, Sir, with a Glow of 
Rapture, deſcribe him in the Field of Bat- 
tle, entering the French Lines; and while 
you talked, you burned. 'Tis with no 
leſs Triumph of Heart I ſee the Hero re- 
tired in his Tent, proſtrate before the God 
of Battles, and by a ſolemn Commemora- 
tion of his Saviour's Sufferings, fortifying 
his Soul againſt every Extremity (2). 
Thus you ſee, good Colonel, the Sen- 
timents of ſome of the greateſt of your 
Profeſſion concerning Religion. And this, 
I hope, may be ſufficient to beſpeak your 
Attention a few Moments longer, while 
from the Schools of Athens and Rome, up- 
on the Authority of Poets, | Hiſtorians, 
Stateſmen, Philoſophers and Heroes, I 
would confirm you in a Religion the moſt 
reaſonable in the World, againſt the mo- 
dern Prejudices that prevail againſt it. 
Modern I call them, as they are. now in 
Vogue, not that they took their Riſe from 
the preſent wiſe Generation of Free- Think- 
ers, for in Truth they had another Origi- 
nal; and are many of Fmt fourteen hun- 


9 The D. of Marlb. before one of bis moſt 3 
Battles was ſome Hours in private with his Chaplain, and 
raced the Sacrament. Life of the D. of Marlb. 12mo. 


dred 


the Objections hid Celſus and Julian 
made to Chriſtianity in it's infant State. 


p. 46 (4). That Chriſtianity and Judaiſm 
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red Years old ; 1 he no other thin 


Thus the literal Account of the Creation 


by Moſes, of the Serpent, of the Fall, of 


God's not foreſeeing, or not preventing the 
future Miſchief. Chriſtian. as old, &c. p. 


253, 254, 399 (a). — The Character of 


the Hebrew God, as partial, revengeful, 
angry, NN Wer ibid. 251. de 


and as llidng the Sos & he Babes up- 


on the Children, Chrifttantty as old, &c. 
p. 268. God's not giving Revelation till 
after fo many Ages of the World were 


lapſed, ibid. p. 399 (c). The no Connec- 
tion between Miracles and the Truth of 


Dane Gd The Wr f e Bros : 


N and wicked Seducers, Moral Pbiloſ. 
98. Cbriſtian. not founded on Argum. 


tions, and 
have not the leaſt RW to, or Con- 
ii ; 19156 

_ (a) Orig.) con. Cell þ. 319, 367. Ea, Spencer, 1677: 


con. Jul. 3. ii. and iii. 


(6) Orig. con. Celſ. p. 210, 212, 317. Cyrill. con. 


are two quite diſtinct Diſpenſati 


J i ev. 


(c) den. Gf 5. 64. 6 . Jak. 4ofls 
9 Or, en. Gat . e 


LY $5 nection 


25 fl. 10 1 
| Jef. one with another, 4 that the 
Mieſſiah was not the End of the Law. 
Mor. Pbilſ. p. 19, 359 (e). The Degene- 
racy of, and Diflentions among Chriſtians. 
Mor. Philoſ. p. 1 5, 16, 95, 443. Chriſtian. 
as old, &c. p. 399 (J). The damnatory 
Sentence, Chriſtianity not founded on Ar- 
gum. p. 117 (g). That the Diſciples and 
Followers of Chriſt were immoral, igno- 
rant (5), and interpolated, added and alter- 
ed ſeveral Paſſages in the original Books, 
Cbriſtian. as old, p. 24 5. Moral Philoſ. 
p. 396, 440 (J. — — Theſe and many 
more were the ſage Obſervations and Ob- 
jections made by the venerable Founders - 
of the Sect of Infidelity. Thus Ridicule 
is a Weapon, which has been long employ- 
ed againſt Truth and Virtue, Socrates 
was laughed at (). The Epicureans al- 
ways affected the Uſe of this Weapon. 
Velleius in Tully, when he could not deny 

Orig. ib. ill. con. Jul. I. ix. 
< Ong. . bobs $47; 309,249, * 


180. ——1, 271. (g) Orig. ib. p. 282. h) The 
Author of the Bone 6%, ee-Thinking, has, tis auell known, 


tranſlated, —Idiotis Evangeliſtis, [diot Evangelifts. The Deſign 

YL the Tranſlator is as apparent as his Ignorance or Malice. 
De Watd Id idem is applied to Socrates himſelf, in the Io of 
Plato. Ed. Ficin. p. 363. i) Orig. con. Cell. p. 48, 
49, 134, 135, 77. Cyrill. con. Jul. 1. wy (&) Diog. 
| | Laer . & U. gm. 21. e 


D 2 a 


[ 20 
the orderly Arraignment of the Sun, Moon; 
and Stars, to diſgrace what he could not 
deny, brings down the Godhead to the low 
Character of an Ædile (/). And Celfus, 
who was alſo an Epricurean, lays about 
him without Mercy, laughs at the Blood 
and Reſurrection of Jeſus, at a future 
Judgment (in), and even at the laſt Con- 
flagration (2), hence in Imitation of his 
Brother Velleius dubbing God Almighty 
with the Title of a Cook ; though this 
laſt Point he ſhould have had more Reve- + 
rence for, as being frequently found in the 
Writings of his own Philoſophers. It is 
obſervable, that the Ridiculers flouriſhed 
in England in the Reign of Charles II. when 
Epicuriſm was ſo aſſiduouſly recommended, 
and the ſcandalous Imputations that lay up- 5 
on this Sect, attempted by St. Evremont, 1 
Mr. Dryden, and others, to be purged away, © 
Our modern Deiſts, would they but own 
the Truth, have ſtolen their choiceſt Flow- 
ers from the Gardens of Epicurus. Their 
Diſregard to Logic, their Ignorance and 
Inconſiſtency, their Contempt of Decen- 
cy, Truth, Mankind, and of the Reli- 


(1) Cicero, de Nat. Deor. 1. i. p. 2892. Ed. Verburg. 
( Orig. con. Celf. p. 299, 70, 82, 180, 192, 122. 
* * ib. P. 240, and ſee p. 242. 
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pion of their Country; their Notions of 
the mild and unreſenting Temper of the 
Gods, whom we are to worſhip for their 
mere Excellencies, not awed by Fear, nor 
elevated by Hope, and their diſcharging 
Mankind from that Tyrant Providence — 
All theſe prove them the genuine Sons of 
Epicurus. The modern Deiſts differ in 
nothing ſo much from the Ancients, as in 
Want of Modeſty. Theſe were very ſenſible 
of the Want of Revelation. In that valu- 

able Piece of Antiquity left us by Xenophon, 
containing the Diſcourſe of Socrates with 
Ariſtodemus (o), this ſpeculative Infidel, per- 
haps the oldeſt we have upon Record, re- 
” quires nothing more to be convinced of the 
Z Being of Providence, than Meſſengers from 
Z Heaven to declare to Man what he ought to 
do, and what not, And both Celſus and 
Faulian not denying the Uſefulneſs of Reve- 
lation in general, ſet up their Oracles and 
Portents to ſupply the Want of Chriſtianity, 
and Aſculapius the Son of Fove, to con- 
fliront the Divine Logos (). 

The Moderns and Ancients are equally 
ſhy in attacking the Reaſonableneſs of Chri- 


( 00 FEY memorab. Ed. Oxon. 1741. p. 60. 
(2) Cyrill. con, Jul. l. viii, ſub, fin, Orig, con. Cell. 


E. 3 ſtian 


TER: > 
Rian Morality, They have not yet, that [ 
know of, attempted to ſhew the Impiety 
of addreſſing the ſupreme Being, the Infa- 
my of Modeſty and Temperance, the Fol- 
ly of Contentment, or the bad Effects which 
the Practice of Juſtice, Mercy and Truth, 
of Humility, Meekneſs, brotherly Love 
and Charity muſt have on Society. They ra- 
ther fix on ſomething extraneous, ſome 
pretended Inconſiſtencies in the hiſtorical 
Relations, or Genealogies, Corruptions in 
the Text, Uncertainty of the Proof from 
Miracles, bad Lives of Chriſtians, as Cel- 
fus objected to Judaiſm Crimes committed 
by the Jews directly againſt their Law. As 
if this was any ſtronger Argument againſt 
Chriſtianity, than the notorious Wiekedneſs 
of many of the heathen Philoſophers was 
againſt the Truth and Gcodneſs of natural 
Religion: But fo inconſiſtent are they in 
their undiſtinguiſhing Malice to Chriſtianity, 
that while they are exalting the Beauty of | 
Morals and All-ſufficiency of Reaſon, yet 
have nothing to object to the Morality or 
Reaſonableneſs of the Goſpel Precepts. Cel- | 
us, as I remember, not able to debaſe tage 
Metal, charges the Owner with Theft, 


and accuſes Chriſt as a Plagiary from Plate. 
he 


* 


1 32 1 
The noble Author of CharaFerifticks, ins 
voking all the Powers of Language to ſepa- 
rate Religion Md Virwe: (4), and hoping 
that 


00 We! in this Caſe was the 9016 ſalfeiency of our noble Au- 
» who undertook to make good a Principle contradicted by the 
Experience of Ages, and the Sentiments of the wiſeft Writers 
ancient as well as modern Times, by aubom Religion and 
moral Hyneſty, are almoſt inſeparably connected. 

Diſcite juſtitiam moniti & non temnere Divos. ? 
Vigo. AN. 6. 

5 unnocuos ambos, cultores numinis ambos. 
Ovp. Mer. L. 1. 
Vir ſumma Auctoritate, & Religione, & Fide, L. Lucullus 
Geer. pro archia——-Homo-——ad fraudem acutus, fine 
ulla Religione & Fide. Corn. Nepot. Dio. c. 7. To 
theſe ill Qualities he joined @ great Indifferency to Religion, 
and his whole Condu# fhewed he never troubled himſelf about 
Honour or Honefty. Rapin of William II. Mr. Gordon 
mndeed talks of the good Senſe, the creditable Teftimony, and 
Reputation of an Atbeit Pref. Diſcourſes to Tac. ut this 
is talking in a Strain quite foreign to the Spirit of Antiquity 
and eyeri of the Writer be is tranſlating (a). He did well 
there 2 to tale Refug e in the Accounts of modern Travellers 
Mandarins ef China. «© The Mandarins, ſays he, whp 
L are the Nobility of the Country, the Learned, and ſuch as hold 
« the Magi ſtracy, have no Religion at all.” My. Gordon 
calls theſe the beſi Accounts. How unlucky is it for this Gen- 
tleman, that according to the lateſt, and, I believe, the beſt Ac- 
counts, the direct contrary io what he afferts i is true. De Chi- 
neſe according to Du Had. Vol. 1. Fol. p. 640) look upon 
their fue cananical Books as "the Source of ' their Science and 
_ Morality. 


(a) e terrible Apprebenfions of Prieficraſt bovs ſo poſſeſſed this Gentle« 
par wt To bas tranſlated, Bae 5 Tet are w_ — — 
imtit. Tacit, Ann. 3. into, Numa managed the People by | 

; #, Ir is 4 be beped, that this Gentleman, for the future, 
. . be þ 0 ready to charge Prieficraft with corrupting every thing, and 
Peroerting : Uſe of 9 nds; with converting all who come within it s In- 

» Into Idiots or #69? and every Virtue and good f.) Nl ty of the 
Mind into 7 and Roguery, qty Whig. No. 22.) J * Charge 


> > te Fun,” upon bim; For a frre. may ſometimes be _ 


that a new Phraſcology n might ſeem to cn 
vey more than familiar Truths, has directly 
fallen in with Chriſtianity, reſolves 10 
Principle of Virtue into ſuch Motives, 

are in Conſequence of his own Reaſoning 
infinitely more cogent on the Chriſtian 
Scheme, or muſt fall to the Ground with- 
out it's Support. Thus, inſtead of a Creed, 
he has given us a Syſtem of Stoical and Pla- 
tonick Tenets, anſwering to the great Truths 
of Chriſtianity, Inſtead of believing in 
God, we are taught to recognize the uni- 
verſal and ſovereign Genius. Inftead of 
acquainting us, that Man was made in the 
Image of God, we are told, that every 
Man is a real Self, drawn out and copied 
from another principal and original Self, 
(the great one of the World). Inſtead of re- 
commending to us an Imitation of God in 
doing good, we are directed to be one with 


Morality. In theſe Books the Attributes aſcribed to Shang- ti 
(or their fupreme Being ) are the ſame with thoſe of Rewela- 

tion, Du Hald. ib. p. 640—1. 646. Almoſt every page of 

| the canonical Books inculcates the juſt Dread of Shang-ti 
as the moſt proper Curb for the Paſſions, and the moſt effectual 
Remedy againſt Vice. ibid. 641. The truly learned of the 
Chineſe till adhere to the Text of the ancient Books, and have 
the ſame Idea o of the ſupreme Being, as the ancient Chineſe. 
ibid. 659. The Sed of Fo that propagated Atheiſm. is . Of 
poſed by moſt of the .Literati. ibid. p. 657. The Religion A 

ly * does foil continue to be the prevailing Sect. ibi 


— — 


5 [25] 
it, 1. e. with the great one of the World? 
And to conſider, that as there is one gene- 
ral Maſs, one Body of the Whole; ſo to 
this Body there is an Order, to this Order a 


Mind : That to this general Mind each 


particular muſt have a Relation and co- 


operate with it to the general Good, and 


ſtrive to will according to the beſt of Wills, 
Character. Vol. II. p. 3 52, 358. Thus 
again, he reſolves the moral Senſe of Man, 


ib. p. 42. and his Abhorrence of Vice into 


a Fear of human Reſentment, and p. 69. 

marks the Imperfection of a blameable Hy- 
potheſis from it's Ignorance of the Happi- 
neſs of Virtue, Muſt not a Fear, may 
not we alk, of more than mortal Reſent- 
ment, occaſion a proportionably greater 
Abhorrence of Vice: And the ſurer and 
more extended Proſpect of a ſtill greater 
Happineſs for Virtue, more glaringly ex- 


_ poſe the Faultineſs of a in, which 


knows none? 


His Theiſt's Scheme, as well as the 
Atheiſt's, muſt fall entirely to the Ground, 
excluſive of a future State, notwithſtand- 
ing the Divine Preſence is introduced as a 
Witneſs and Spectator of human Life, p. 
57, For with what Shame can the Eye of 

NG E „ 


361] | 
one, who cannot puniſh, affect the Guilty? 
Or what Glory can redound to the Inno- 
cent from unjuſt Sufferings under the Care 
of a Providence, which cannot reward (7)? | 

That worthy Writer Mr. Woolaſton, 
whom I beg Leave to except from the * 
Number of Deiſts, though profeſſing to give 
a Delineation of the Religion of Nature, 
has included in his Syſtem the Opinions of 
Jewiſh Rabbins and . of the Church, 
who profeſſedly ſpoke and acted under the 
Light and Influence of God's particular 
Diſpenſations, and the Sentiments of ſuch 
of the Philoſophers, whoſe Notions I am 
perſuaded have been deduced traditionally 
from Revelation. The fuperior Advan= | 
tages this Gentleman enjoyed, enabled him 
to compile a more perfe& Syſtem of Mo- 
rals than any of the Ancients. His defin= | 
ing the Spring of human Action, a Senſe 2: 
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(&) It is pity to obſerve the many Marks of Diſingenuity in 85 
this fine Writer. Take an hls as ILE i A 2 1 
Reward in a future State is by @ perverſe Deduction made to : 
improve the Principle of Self-Lowe in this, and introduce a 5 
certain Narrowneſs of Spirit, which (as ſome pretend) is 3 
peculiarly obſervable in devout Perſons and Zealots. Character. 2 
Vol. 2. p. 58. And yet theſe infinite Rewards, in a few 
Pages after, p. 66. are made to operate in a quite different 
Way : The natural Moti ves to Goodneſs, i. e. This World's 
Advantages are negleed, Mankind and what is worldly © 
Slighted—and it is cu 2 ewith many devout People hab 
to fe 4 all temporal Advantages of Goodneſs. 
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of Duty, or Profpect of Pleaſure and Pro- 
fit to be obtained, or Danger to be avoid- 
ed (5), though not ſquaring exactly with 
his great Principle of Truth (), yet nobly 
confirms the Chriftian Motives to moral 
Practice. 

The Lord Herbert of Cherbury, con- 
vinced without doubt of the Reaſonable- 
neſs of the Chriſtian Morality, in Imitation 
of Celſus, whom he modeftly quotes, calls 
old Gentiliſm from it's Aſhes, as dictating 
at leaſt as ſevere Precepts of Virtue as the 


Goſpel (2): And by an incomparable and 


moſt Chriſtian Tranſlation of the Roman 


) Delin. of the Relig. of Nat. p. 173. 

(e) From the Conduct of this excellent Writer one may judge 
Boro difficult it 1s to lay any Foundation of Morality, excluſfue 
of Religion, Truth was to be the Rule of Action in his Book ; 

ut finding the Foundation too narrow for the Superſtructure 
he had to build on it, he quickly varies his Rule according to 
the different Exigencies of Life. And ſo it is ſometimes the 
enquiring Faculty: Sometimes, the Truths, the Subjects of ſuch 
Enquiries. It is our own Thought or the Advice of others: 
Cool Reaſon, or natural Aﬀettion : Eternal Truths in the 
divine Mind, or the Hill of God revealed in the Book of Na- 
tures It is our own Happineſs, or the Happineſs of the whole : 
A mathematical Axiom : Moral Virtues, or the natural Pra- 
perties of Things : Metaphyſical Ideas, or Matter of Fact: 
Each Man's private Reaſon, the Opinions of the Learned, 
the Determinations of the Publick : The End and the Means: 
The Object and the Organ: The Duality of one Thing: The 
Quantity of another: The Mode of a third, &c. &c. All 
theſe different Streams are derived from tha common Fountain 
of Truth, and for one fimple uniform Rule of Action, you are 
left to every Obje in Heaven and Earth. IG 

() De Religione Gentilium, p. 184—5. 


E 2 Fides, 


[28 ] 

Fides, Spes, Concordia, Amor, tricks wp 
the old Dame in the borrowed Graces of 
Faith, Hope, and Charity: Virtues, 1 
think, very much unknown to the Gentile 
World, when conſidered as Principles of 
Religion (W). By the Gratiæ, the Off- 
Spring of Bacchus and Venus, this Writer 
might with equal Propriety have under- 
ſtood Apoſtolick Gifts: And from Æter- 
nitas, a Reverſe of Antoninus Pius, and 
Felix Temporum Reparatio, a Reverſe of 
Conſtantine, have inferred the firm Expec- 
tation in the Gentile World of the Reſur- 

rection of the Fleſh, and everlaſting Life 

after Death, 

Thus you ſee, Sir, how far 'from Re- 
proach Chriſtian Morals appear, that it has 
been the higheſt Ambition of modern De- 
iſm to ſhew, that Reaſon has diſcovered 
the ſame Truths (x). I heartily join with 


(w) Fides, Spes, Concordia, the Rewerſe of Medals, as 
Fides Exercitus, Reverſe of Heliogabalus, Spes Auguſta, 
Reverſe of Claudius. Temples were alſo erected to theſe. 
ſhadxwy Beings from ſome particular Succeſs or Poſture of 
Aﬀairs in the Republick. 

(x) It ſhould be here obſerved, that though Reaſon had 
made no ſuch Diſcoveries, it would not therefore follow that 
the Goſpel Precepts were unreaſonable, God can certainly re- 
veal moral Propoſitions, which human Reaſon may not be able 
to diſcover, though it cannot but approve them, auben pro- 

Founded to it. It is one Thing to perceive the Truth of a mathe- 
matical Demonſtration, and another Thing to invent . a De- 
monſtration. | 


— 


them 


[ 29 ] 
them in aſſerting, that many of the moral 
Precepts of the Goſpel are to be found in 
the Heathen Writers of Antiquity, but 
widely differ from them in the Concluſion; 
they draw from thence, that Revelation is 
therefore unneceſſary : But of this in my 
next, At preſent it ſhould, . methinks, 
abate ſomething of their unrelenting Ma- 
lice to Chriſtianity, to find, that Plato, 
Xenophon, Jocrates, Tully, Seneca, Epic- 
tetus, and Antoninus have ſaid the ſame 
Things. A candid Reader of theſe noble 
Authors will need no modern Apologies to 


convince him of the Truth and Reaſona- 


bleneſs of Chriſtianity. He will find the 
Voice of Nature confirming the Voice of 
God, and Reaſon bearing Teſtimony to 
Revelation. We may challenge the whole 
Infidel World to ſhew us one moral Pre- 
cept of the Goſpel, which is not built on 
ſome reaſonable Motive, is not promotive 
of ſome Virtue, is not agreeable to ſome 
natural Notion, or does not relieve ſome 
Infirmity of the human Soul. The learned 
Gataker in his Introduction to Antoninus, 
has ſhewn how far the purer Doctrines of 
the Stoicks conſented with Chriſtianity. It 
would be very eaſy for a Perſon of Leiſure 

to 
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or right Reaſon. The Being of God, 


[ 30 ] 
to go through the Doctrines of the other 
Schools, that have made the greateſt Figure 
in the philoſophie World, to note their 
Defects and Excellencies, and how far 
they are in Proportion to their Agreement 


with Reaſon corroborative of true Religion, 


He might ſhew, firſt with Neſpect to the 


moral Law given by God to the Fews, that 


all it's Precepts are agreeable to the Law 
of Nature, that it contains nothing, but 
what has been dictated by human Policy 


who is one (y), who is not to be wor- 
ſhipped by an Image (z), who puniſheth 
the Children for the Parent's Crimes (a), 
whoſe Name is not to be violated (6), 
might be ſhewn agreeable to the Sentiments 
of the wiſeſt Writers of Antiquity. The 
Appointment of religious Aſſemblies at 


() Eis ig ©c6;, Sophoc. Timæus Locrus, Plato, Pytha- 
ras, and all the Followers of Orpheus are full of this 
oftrine. ; 

(Z) Plutarch. Vit. Numæ. So Varro teftifies with Ap- 
2 of the Obſervation, that the Romans worſhipped the 
Gods 170 Years without an Image. See alſo Herodot. 5. 
56. Ed. Gale, and Strabo, 75555 Ed. Caſaub. of the Perſians. 

(a) Eig rilæ plus yersey dns T4 ru Tiphwghay.. Plato. So 
Herodot. J. 1. of Crœſus and his Sons. So Homer of the 
Sons of Antimachus, II. 11. | 

(b) Hailos In xa inilevevur De 079d pn Yea 
eadivg. Plato de Leg. J. 2, ä 


certain 


certain Times by Plato (c) might be ob- 
ſerved as exactly correſponding with the 
divine Policy i in the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Fewifh Sabbath, and in many other periodi- 
cal Feſtivals. The fifth Commandment differs 
not materially from the Inſtitutions of the 
Greeks (d) and Romans (e), and even the 
Puniſhment annexed to the Breach of this 
Commandment is thought by ſome agree- 
able to the Sentiments of the Greeks (J). 
Adultery, Murder, Theft. and falſe Wit- 
neſs are ſo directly againſt the Law of Na- 
ture and the Peace of Society, that they 
have been forbid by almoſt every policied 
State ſince the Commencement of ſocial 
Life. The Reaſonableneſs of the tenth 
Commandment Grotius proves at large 
from Ætlian, Seneca (g), &c. 


0 Plato, / . 5. de Leg. Cognitionem aliquam venera - 
tionemque Sabbati ad alias etiam perveniſſe Gentes & per 
ſæcula aliqua manſiſſe oſtendit. Clem. Alex. ex Heſiodi ver- 
ſibus, in quibus Ehe izpor tag dicitur. Gro. in Exed. 
X. 8. So Tibullus. 

_ ſacra requieſcat humus, requieſcat Arator. 

grave ſuſpenſo vomere ceſſet opus. Gatater. 
"a. IGcrat ad Peqpem, (5) Got. ad Kanda. 33. 
— 0 roxsvc. 

| 11 pig ar dos, guru i c a4, Hom. II. 

1t is Rivetus who underſtands this Paſſage of Homer in the 

Senſe of the latter Part of the Commandment : But I own it 

did not appear to me in this Light in reading Homer: Nor 
does Spondanus take it in this 8 enſe. 

(g) Grot. in Decalog. 
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[ 32 ] 

A Writer thus engaged might go on to 
ſhew, that the ſame moral Law, as more 
fully explained and more ſtrictly enjoined 
by Jeſus Chriſt, wants not the Verdict of 
human Reaſon and the Teſtimony of hea- 
then Antiquity. 

The various Attributes aſcribed to God 
by Revelation as a Being eternal (5), the 
Maker of Heaven and Earth (i), as preſent 
every where (A), as ſupporting and ſeeing 
all Things, even the Secrets of the human 
Heart (J), as all-powerful (n), wiſe (n) 


and juſt (o) —are again and again acknow- 


ledged by heathen Moraliſts. The milder 
Appellations of this auguſt Being, and more 
endearing Repreſentations of him as a Fa- 
ther (p), a Saviour (9), as knowing our 
Wants (7), as about us, and within us (5s), 


Y Xenoph, de Cyri Inſtitut. p. 76, 507. 
(i) Tully de Nat. Deor. Plato de Leg. 
(4) Tully de Leg. I. 2. Xenoph. de Cyr. Inſtit. p. 76, 

507. (/) Nihil Deo clauſum eſt, intereſt animis noſtris 

& cogitationibus. Sen. Vol. 2. Ed. Elx. * 1 
( Seng rat, ur, g. Xen. de Cyr. Inft. p. 507. 
(=) Deo tribuenda eſt recta ratio conſtanſque. Tully de 

Nat. Deor. J. 2. (o) Oro S ]õ 89npa; αννCus, HAN 

ws oloy Te 01Xairalog, Plat. Theatet. 

(p) Homer & Virgil paſſim. 
Terug. Platon. Philebus & Charmid. 
) Hoc cura, hoc opta, omnia alia Vota Deo remiſſurus. 

Sen. Vol. 2. p. 54. 0) Prope eſt a te Deus, tecum 

eſt, intus eſt. Sen. ib. p. 14. | | 


(a) 104, To Teilor, To 


as 


. 

as good to all (7) ; his paternal Conduct in 
correcting thoſe whom he loveth (2), in re- 
calling Sinners, as a Shepherd, ſeeking the 
loſt and directing the ignorant in the right 
Way (w), may be frequently obſerved in the 
Greek and Roman Writers, 

The Worſhip of this God, as recom- 


mended by Chriſt in Purity and Truth, 


with the Devotion of the Heart in Prefe- 
rence to legal Sacrifices, the Blood of Bulls 
and Goats, or a pompous and ceremonial Ser- 
vice, cannot fail of the Approbation of ſuch 
who admire natural Religion, which they 
will here find diſplayed in all it's native 
Beauty and Simplicity, in Expreſſions nearly 
ſimilar to thoſe of profane Writ (x). None 
more ſevere than Jeſus againſt Hypocriſy, 

| Super- 


(:) Gratuitos habemus Deos—quanta quotidie moliantur, 


2 diſtribuant, quantis terras fructibus impleant, c. 


en. de Benefic. J. 4. c. 25. 

(4) Calamitas Virtutis Occaſio eſt Hos itaque Deus quos 
probat, quos amat, indurat, recognoſcit, exercet - Nunquid 
tu inviſos eſſe Lacedæmoniis liberos ſuos credis, quorum ex- 
periuntur indolem publice verberibus admotis ? Sex. Vol. 1. 
p. 197—8. 

(w) Quanto humanius em & patrium animum præſtare 
peccantibus, & illos non proſequi, ſed revocare ? Errantem 


per Agres Ignorantia Viz, melius eſt ad rectum Iter admo- | 


vere, &c. Sen. Vol. 1. p. 15. 

(x) Colitur autem non Taurorum opimis corporibus con- 
trucidatis, nec Auro, Argentoque ſuſpenſo, nec in Theſauros 
Stipe infuſa, ſed pia & recta Voluntate. Sen. Vol. 2. p. 456. 
Boni etiam Farre & Fritilla 1 ſunt; Mali rurſus non 
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341 
Superſtition, and traditionary Fables, when 
impoſed on Mankind under the venerable 
Name of Religion. . 

The Precepts which enjoin us to obey (y). 
fear (z), love, thank (a), and imitate (5) 
this divine Being, cannot be objected to but 
by thoſe, who will at the ſame Time object 
to the greateſt Wits of Greece and Rome. 

To prove the Reaſonableneſs of Prayer 
to the ſupreme Being, we may appeal to 
the Hiſtory of Mankind ſince the Creation, 
and all the pleading Wants of Humanity. 
But the very Secreſy and Retreat we are di- 
rected to in this Exerciſe, is juſtified by the 
Advice of Seneca (c), to do our Alms in 
private, to avoid Oſtentation, and by an Ob- 
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effugiunt Impietatem, quamvis Aris Sanguine multo cruen- 
taverint, ib. Vel. 1. p. 372, 3, 4. See Plato's 2d Alcibiad. 
te the ſame Purpoſe. Livy ſpeaking of the virtuous Times of 
the Republick, ſays, Colebanturque religiones pie magis quam 
magnifice. Liv. I. 3. c. 57. See Xenoph. Memorab. p. 44, 
45. directly applicable to the Widow's Mite. 
0) Optimum eſt pati—& Deum, quo auctore cuncta pro- 
veniunt, comitari. Sen. Vol. 2. p. 420. Magnus Animus 

co pareat, c. ib. p. 201. Deo parere Libertas eſt. Sen. 
Epiſt. 16. Arrian. |. 3. c. 26. | 

(E) Tor per Oro os. Ifocr. ad Demon. 

(a) Dediſſe id tandem Deos—nec eſſe qui Diis grates 
agendas cenſeant—is ſpoke 7 Way of gr the Neglect 
of ſo natural a Duty. Liv. J. 30. c. 21. See Hom. II. 4. 480. 
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% In Dei Imitatione ſummam hominis fecilitatem eſſe po- 
fitzm, quidam etiam Philoſophorum viderunt Plato dicebat, 
Sc. Grot. in Mat. v. 48. | 

(c) Sen. Vol. 1. p. 386. 


I | ſervation 
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ſervation of Arrian's (d), that when we 
ſhut our Door, and cauſe Darkneſs within 
to ſhade us, we muſt not ſay we are alone, 
for God is with us. The Diſpoſition ne- 
ceſſary to render this Duty ſucceſsful, and 
the Declaration, that if any Man be a 
Worſhipper of God, him he heareth, is 
agreeable to the Sentiments of Socrates (e), 
of Homer (F), of Terence (g), and Plau- 
tus(b). The teaching Man how to pray, 
would have been acknowledged with Sa- 
crifice and Crowns, and received as the 
greateſt Gift of Heaven by Socrates, who 
ſo ſeriouſly and fo feelingly laments his Ig- 
norance of what was beſt for him, or what 
to pray for, and ſo amazingly foretels the 
future Teacher (i). 

The Prayer itſelf, which ſo endearingly 
introduces that Guardian Providence we ad- 
dreſs, and yet ſo properly to check our Pre- 
ſumption, expreſſes the Majeſty of him 
who dwelleth on high (), which is ſo na- 


@ Arrian. Epic. J. 1. c. 14. le) Xenoph. Memorab. 
9. 44, 45. + 35 Homer. I. 4. 218, 
"Ooxe Otol; ireIblal, ware Y ixnvcy ανν. 
Tibi eos (i. e. Deos) certe ſcio, quo vir melior es quam ego 


ſum obtemperaturas magis. (g) Ter. Adelph. v. 
(+) Plaut. Rad. prol. v. 2 5. 1 a 
(7) Platon. 2. Alcibiad. (4) Ccelum eſſe Dei ſedem, 


1 omnium Gentium eſt Opinio. J%. de Idol. p. 
155 AY. 
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[36] 
turally adapted to promote the Content we 
pray for, and the Submiſſion and Acquie- 
ſcence, which the various Diſpenſations of 
Providence below may require, which ſo ef- 


fectually advances Peace and Good-will a- 


mong Men, is ſo ſhort, and yet ſo fully ex- 


preſſive of our Wants and Dependance, has a 


juſt Title to be the perfect Standard and Mo- 


del of all our Prayers. 


| You'll not wonder, Sir, at my being fo 
particular upon this Duty, which you will 
ſee ſo regularly practiſed by the Roman Ca- 
tholick Officers, and fo profligately neglected 
by our free-thinking Countrymen. 

* One Paſſage in this Prayer, I am ſenſible, 


will be objected to by the Men of Faſhion 
and Gallantry in the Army ; the Forgiveneſs 


of Injuries. But even this was eſteemed an 
high Pitch of Virtue by Plato (I) and Tul- 
ly (in), (when he ſpeaks the natural Senſe of 
Mankind) by Seneca () and Antoninus (o), 
by Valerius Maximus (p) and the younger 
Pliny (9); and by that truly heroic, and great 


learned Man, Sir V. Raleigh (r). It comes 


Platon. Apolog. Socrat. & Crito, Sel. Dial. p. 47, 61. 


de Repub. I. 1. un) Gier. Ed. Verb. Vol. 3. p. 860, 
and 1031. () Sen. Vol. 1. 90 51, 354 356, 368, 
366, 304. vol. 2. 5. 1755 c. onin. I. 6, 
26. and l. 8.8, val Me. Max. I. 4. c. 2. 14 52 
_ 1. 9. Ep. * . of the World 6% 
17. (2). 


recommended 
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recommended to us, not by the Example of 
Chriſt alone, but by thoſe of Socrates (s), 


of Phocion (t), of Epaminondas (u), of Fabi. 
us Maximus (w), of Pompey (x), of Atticus y), 
of Czſar (z), of Cato (a), of Vejpafian (6), 
and of the whole Roman People in the moſt 
virtuous Age of the Commonwealth (ce). 
It might not perhaps be Choice and Vir- 
tue, but Neceſſity, and the Poſture of pub- 
lick Affairs that induced the Romans, as 80 
Heraclienſes mentioned by Fuftin (d ), t 
practiſe this Duty. And Czſar's * 
his Enemies might be the Effect of Policy, 
and an Art to gain a Character of Clemeney, 
ſo neceſſary to him in erecting a new Frame 
of Government. But the reſt cannot be 
fuppoſed in this Caſe to act or ſpeak from 
ſelfiſh and intereſted Motives. Socrates was 
preparing to die. And it was Phocion's laſt 
Meſſage to his Son before he drained the fa- 
tal Bowl; not to remember this Injuſtice of 
the Athenians, Upon this Occafion, I can- 
not but add, that Charles the Firſt of Eng- 
land, ſhewed under the Deſertion of his 


(s) Plato ut ſupr. (t) Klan. var. Hiſt. I. 12. c. 49. 
Rollin' ancient Hift. Vol. 7. p. 73. i) Gornel. Nepos. 
Epamin. c. 3. (ww) Livii. I. 22. c. 26. (x) Pell. 
Faterc. 1. 2. c. 49. 2 Nepot. Atticus, e. 11. 
(=) Sueton. Jul. Cæſar. c. 7 (a) Sen. Vol. ES 2. 
%) Eurropius. ) Sale Ba Catilin; p. 8 
1701. (4) FR I. 16. c. 3. 


Friends, 


FT; a 
Frieds, the Malice and Mockery of hi- 
Enemies, and the Loſs of three Kingdoms, 


at leaſt as much Conſtancy, Courage, and 


true Greatneſs of Mind, as any Hero of 
Greece or Rome. But the greateſt Inſtance 
of his Magnanimity, was his laſt Meſſage to 
his Son, © ſhew the Greatneſs of your 
« Mind, if God bleſs you — rather to con- 


e quer your Enemies by pardoning than 


e puniſhing (e).“ 

If Forgiveneſs of Injuries is ſo high a Pitch 
of Virtue, and was eſteemed as ſuch by hea- 
then Moraliſts : Yet to love, to do good to 
our Enemies has been thought purely Chri- 
ſtian (f), and introduced by him, who died 
for thoſe who perſecuted him. But this 
higheſt Pitch of Virtue is to be found in Writ- 
ers, who at leaſt diſſembled any Knowledge 

of Chriſtianity, and, who, conſidering the 
Odium the Profeſſors of it then lay under, 
cannot be ſuppoſed to have had much Regard 
for the new Doctrine. You may, ſays Anto- 
ninus, be not only not angry with the in- 
ſenſible and ungrateful, but cheriſh their In- 
tereſts, and take Care of them (g). It is the 
| Stoics Doctrine, ſays Seneca, not to ceaſe 

labouring for the common Good, to help all, 


ws : we —_ 1 Vol. 5 7 229. (F) Guardian 


even 


f 39 1 


Þven to give Aſſiſtance to Enemies (5). And 
in another Place, after deſcribing the Bounty 


of the Gods in giving Rain and fruitful Sea- 
ſons ; he adds, if you imitate the Gods, do 
good even to the Ungrateful ; for the Sun ri- 


ſes upon the Unjuſt, &c. (i). The ſame is a- 


gain recommended from the like Conduct of 
the Gods at the End of the ſeventh Book de 
Beneficiis. 

If it be ſaid, that this Dodrine was un- 
known before the Appearance of Chriſtianity, 
as it often is, whence it is concluded to be a 


Doctrine purely Chriſtian, This is a Miſtake. 


Ne ingratis quidem benefacere abſiſtam, was 


the Language of a Roman before the Birth 


of a Chriſt (&). 

The Doctrine of a particular Providence 15 
2 Reſtraint that cramps our modern Free- 
Thinkers, as it did the Epicureans of old (1). 
For my Part, I can think no Expreſſions hy- 
perbolical, that are intended to deſcribe this 
Particularity. Human Imagination muſt fail, 


though not confined by the Limits of the . 


0) Stoici veſtri dicunt—non deſinemus communi bone ope- 
ram dare, adjuvare ſingulos, opem ferre etiam inimicis. Sex. 
Vol. 1. p. 356. () Si Deos, inquit, imitaris, da & ingratis 
Beneficia.” Nam et Sceleratis Sol oritur. ib. p. 454. de Benefic. 
1.7.c.31,2.&1.1.c.3. (4) Liv. Pol. 5. p. 36. Ed. Oxon. 
(/) Quis enim non timeat omnia providentem—animadver- 


tentem—& plenum Negotii Deum ? ſays Velleius in Tull. de 


| . Deor. I. 1. p. 2910. Ed. ede 
World, 
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5 World, when it would furniſh out 2 Scen 
rand enough for the Diſplay of Omnipotence, 
: Lew and unworthy Conceptions of that Being 
who filleth all Things does he entertain, who 
would: make this narrow Globe of Is (a 
mere Point compared with the infinite and in- 
comprehenſible Void that furrounds it) too 
buſy and multifarious a Scene for his Ma- 
nagement and Direction. Right Reaſon and 
Antiquity here again accord with Chriſtianity, 
and they who object to the laſt, muſt at the 
fame time condemn the former : Muſt con- 
demn Socrates (m), and Plato (n), and Timo» 
leon (o), and Plutarch (p), and Epictetus (q), 
and Antoninus (r). The Expreſſions of Plus 
tarch and Ælian upon this Subject are very 
ſimilar to thoſe of Holy Writ (5). 

Another Severity complained of in the 
Goſpel Precepts is, the Reſtraint upon the 
Wantonneſs of Deſire, and criminal Paſſion 
betwixt the Sexes: That warm Deſire, ſays 
that chaſte Caſuiſt the Author of Chriſtiani- 
ty as old, &c; which is implanted in human 
Nature, and cannot be criminal, when pur- 
ſued after ſuch a Manner as tends to promote 


(v Xenoph. memor. I. 1. (=) Plato de Leg. I. 10. 
6 Nihil enim rerum humanarum fine "I Numine geri 
8 Corn. Nepot. Timol. c. 4. () Grot. in Mat, 

\3 26 Tree 16, Cc. 
2 Antonin, I. 2. (11). I. 6. (43)- (+) Bachart. Vol. 


4. 160. os 
the 
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gate and preſerve the Species ( (). It is plain 
Fornication is what he is here pleading for 
under theſe falſe Colours of Language. The 
Honour of Marriage and the Bed undefiled 


ſure needed not his Defence; nor can he at- 


tack Chriſtianity here, without at the ſame 


time attacking the Policy of Greece, and 


Egypt (u), and of every regular State that 
has yet ſubſiſted. But this lioentious Writer 
and his Patrons might bluſh to ſee themſelves 
fo far outdone by virtuous Iadians (w), and 
honeſt heathen Philoſophers (x), and Hiſto- 
rians ()). Nay, Ovid(z) and Propertius (a) 
are as expreſs in aſcribing all the Heinouſ- 
neſs of Guilt to the Luft of the Eye and a 
kicentious Heart, as the Morals of Chriſt. 
The very Rigour of this Precept, as enjoined. 
under the figurative Expreſſions of pulling out 
a right Eye, or cutting off a right Hand, 
heightened by Seneca fe . 

be t 2 Chriſtian. as old, &c. p. 3 

Plato de Leg. I. 6. 

M 1. 4. Note(b). 
Oculos abftinentes habere. Cic. Off. p. 3584. Nequid libidi- 
noſe aut faciat, aut cogitet. ib. 3438. In Libidine peccatum 
eſt, etiam fine Effectu. ib. De Fin. ib. 65 Filiam ad Nuptias, 
non ad Stuprum educavi; placet Pecudum, Ferarumque Ritu 
promiſcue in Concubitus ruere ? Liv. I. 3. c. 47. 

( Quz, quia non liceat, non facit, illa facit. 

Ut jam ſervaris bene Corpus, adultera Mens eft. 


Ovid Amor. I. 1. Eleg. Ph 
* Zo t. I. 2. Eleg. 32. (5) Projice quæcunque cor 
ant; quz, fi aliter extrahi nequirent, Cor ipſum cum 


i bu vet erit. Sen. ap. Crot. i in Mat. v. 29. 
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- Common Swearing, which you hows: vie, 
x ſo flagrant in the Army, is ſurely the moſt 
indefenſible Vice in the World: as we have 
no | conſtitutional Proneneſs to it, nor any 
Ends of Profit or Pleaſure to be ſerved by it, 
The pernicious Conſequence of this Vice to 
Society, by detracting from the Reverence of 
a Judicial Oath, has been often expoſed. And 
the Prohibition of it by Chriſt is fo fully jufe 
tified (if the Commands of God needed ſuch 
a-Juſtification) by Variety of Quotations from, 
Greece and Rome, collected by the excellent 
Grotius in his Comment (Cc), as ſuperſedes all 
farther Labour of this Kind, 
| Repentance has been looked upon by ſome 

as a Doctrine peculiar to the Goſpel : It is 
indeed rarely to be met with in the Writers 
of Antiquity ; but Cebes the Socratic in his 

beautiful moral Tablature, mentions it in the 
Goſpel Term, as delivering from paſt Miſery, 
and putting Man ina Capacity to recover loſt 
Happineſs (d). That the offended Gods are 
by Prayers, Sacrifices, and other religious Du- 
ties, appeaſed and reconciled to Sinners, is an 
Argument made uſe of by Phenix to ſoften, 
the ſteady Reſentment of Achilles (e). 

Wantof Benevolence is an unlucky Charge 

againſt the Doctrine of one who would have 


00 Groe. in Mat. v. 34. (4) Cebet. Tab. 5. 20. Ed. Oxon, 
1738. ee U. 9. Al 5 * 
Rotunde. it 


[43] 
It believed he died for Mankind : A pitch of 
' Virtue highly celebrated by Seneca 975 and 


gratefully have the Roman Hiſtorians crowned 
with immortal Laurels thoſe Heroes, who di- 
ed for that favourite Part of the Globe, t6 
every good Man dear, his Country. But the 
Benevolence of Jeſus was more extenſive. As 
a Member of Society, indeed, he conformed 
to the eſtabliſhed Fewifh Church, and wept at 
the Forefight of thoſe Calamities, which were 
coming upon his own Nation; but his Love 
was not confined to one Sect or Land, but 
unlverſal as the Light of Heaven, The Chai 
racters in Grecian or Roman Story can afford 
us no Example of Benevolence which will 
bear a Compariſon with that of the good $4 
maritan in the Parable ; as the Belly, Art; 
and Conduct of the Parable itfelf ſtands un- 
fivalled by Grecian or Roman Wit and Elo. 
quence. The Humanity of theſe two Nations 
did not always keep Pace with their Con- 
queſts: What could be a greater Inſtance of 
Barbarity than many of their Wars, under- 
taken upon very unrighteous pretences ; for 
the Sake of Glory and Conqueſt, and nothing 
elſe l 7. ally himſelf, in his Offices, allows it 


1 Nobilitatus Suniinibus omnium, q= ſe pro Conjuge vis 
carlam dedit. Sen. Vol. 1. Pp. 127. and Fol. 2. p. 229. Si Res ex- 

erit, ut pro Patria moriaris & Salutem omnium Civium tua fe- 
dimas, an porrecturus ſis Cervicem non tantum patienter ſed 


libenter ? | 
| G 2 as 


| 'T wh 
as lawful to make War for Glory, and ſhameZ 
fully endeavours to defend this Principle. In 

| 9525 with both Greek and Roman, a Barba- 
rian was an Enemy adjudged by N. ature (g), 
to whom no Offices of Humanity or Right 
of Protection belonged before a complete Li- 
very of Altars and Fires (þ). Add then to the 
reſined Policy of Plato (i), the beauteous 
Manners of the humane Scipio (Y, «nd the 
good Samaritan excels both. 

In Conſequence no doubt of that —— and | 
been ſo much recommended, and 
made ſo eſſential to the becoming a Diſciple 
of Chriſt, it is, that a Strain of Humanity is 
obſervable in Chriſtian Annals, the like of 
which we cannot meet with in Greek or Ro- 
man Story. Bloody Proſcriptions, general 
Maſſacres, gladiatorical Spectacles, brutal 
Luſt, human Sacrifices, the extravagant Ex- 
ceſſes, and wanton Cruelty of Tyrants, Self- 
Murder generally practiſed and applauded, 
| Executions of Wives and Children (of which, 
Aſtapha (I), Laranda (m), Abydos (n), and 


te) Plato de Repub. Vol. 1. p. 378, 380. Ed. Cantab. 
h). Mos vetuſtus erat Romanis, la quo nec F dere, nec æquis 

egibus jungerentur Amicitia, non prius Imperio in eum tan- 
bor pacatum -uti, quam omnia divina humanaque 1 


bſides accepti, Arma adempta, &c. Liv. Vol. 3. p. 370, 1 
Plato de Repub. ut ſupra & p. 3. 521, 523. Ed. Ficin. 
k) Scipio profeſſus—nunc læto et erecto Animo ad Cædem Iller- 
2 ire; non enim eos, neque natos in eadem Terra, &c. 
. Vol. 3. p. 368. (1) Liv. Vol. 3. p. 3 Lt n) Rollin's 
Anc. Hiſt. Pol. 7. p. 54. Eng. Tranſ, (i] Liv. V. 4. p. 123, 4 


i Woke 


% as 


Carthage 
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Carthage (0) were unhappy Witneſſes) make 
a very little Part of the Hiſtory of thoſe Peo- 
ple, among whom, Chriſtianity has in any 
tolerable Purity prevailed. This is certainly 
in- Part, if not wholly owing, as a fine Critic 
obſerves,, to the civilizing Reſtraint of a more 


amiable Religion (p). 

Our noble Hiſtorian(g) gives this as aRea- 
ſon why ſo little Blood was ſhed in the Civil 
Wars of England, becauſe the common Men 
had a very noble and Chriſtian Senſe of the 
Lives of their Brethren. This was ſaid of the 
King's Army, when publick Prayers were ſaid 
at the Head of every Squadron. But the 
wicked beaten Troops of this unhappy Prince 
ſeemed to be formed of a different ſort of Men. 
Diſorder, Rapine and Cruelty, ſo notorious in 
Greenville. and Goring, were but too juſtly 
laid to the Charge of all. How different was 
the Conduct of Cromwells Army when enter- 
ing London? Not one injurious Action! not 
one diſreſpectful Word! How different again 
was this tothe Behaviour of Marius's or Scyl- 
la's Legions, when entering their imperial 
City ? And what a Scene of Blood and Luſt 
was Cremona, under the conquering Army of 
Ve eſpafian(r)? So different a Beingis Man, when 
under the Reſtraint of a humane and reaſon- 


(%) Liv. Hit. (7) Grandeur of the Romans, þ. 149. tzmo. 
Lond. 1734. (9) Lord Clavendon's Hif 2 25 134. 
0 Tacit. Hif, 1. 3. c. 31 

able 


„ 
able Religion to what he ſhewrs hirhſelf, when 
left to mere Nature and Paffions unc omrolled! 
1 ſhall But give you one Inſtance more, 

where Chtiſtianity fem peculiarly to pro- 
mote Humanity, You knbw, Sir, that 
to Kill Prifonets of War and Saves, was 
among the Ancients eftectned 4 blame⸗ 
leſs Ting. But the different Conduct of 
Oita on this Occaſion, is afcribed by 
Grotitts to Chriſt the Netommender of uni- 
verfal Charity (s). What a new Set of 
Argurhents Chriſtianity furniſhes tõ promote 
4 tender Senſe and Compaſſion of the Mi = 
of this Condition, vou will cafily ſee by 

cottiparing the Epiſtle to Philemon, with 
one of 'the n er Pliny's upon the fame 


Occaftoti ( ſt appeats to me as 
Ales has charity and Benevolence with 


mote powerful El ende, and from more 
affecting Motives, a upon the Whole mote 
beautiful than any Epiſtle in 4 alh, Senrea, 


or Phny. 
To Weep with thoſe' that weep, and t6 


rejoice Wi thoſe that rejbice, or ratlier to 
ſem in'this Manner affected, is indeed re- 
comtnended b yMuubpbon () and porruter (w): 
But the Motive affigned by them fot this 
Conduct, is quite defective, ws. To pros 


0% Grot, de ure Bell. & Pac. 1. 3.c. 7. 10 (1) Plin, 
Epiſt. 1 5 (a) Xenoph. Cyr, 66. Ed. Hutch, 
8vor (20) Ifecrat. ad Nicocl. 


. cure 
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cure che good Will and Eſteem of thoſe, 
with whom we converſe or over whom we 
command, in order to carry on our pruden- 


tial or ambitious Views in the World, Bat 
the Chriſtian Motives to this Duty are widely 


different. It is a real Joy or Sorrow we 
are to expreſs for each other as fer Members 
of the ſame Body, united by a common 
Head: As Children of the ſame Father, 
entitled to the ſame Mercies by the Suffer- 
ings of one common Redeemer: As Ex- 
pectants of the ſame Reſurrection, and Diſ- 


ciples of the ſame Maſter, who left it as 


the diſtinguiſhing Badge of his Followers, 
that they ſhould love one another, 

That Chriſtianity inſpires Cowardice is 
ſurely a Charge againſt it, which, if made 
good, will ruin it's Intereſt for ever in the 
Army, But it is a Charge, Sir, made up 
of Ignorance or Malice, or both; inferred, 
from the Principles of a modern Sectary, 
not the natural Tendency of Chriſtianity, 
which gives us that real Support in Danger 
and Diſtreſs, which ancient Heroiſm ſome- 
times affected. Sir William Temple, aceount- 


ing for the uncommon Courage of the 


Northern Savage Nations that over-ran Eu- 
rope, aſcribes it to their Fearleſneſs of Death, 
grounded upon the Belief of another Life, 
which made them deſpiſe the Care of pre- 
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ſerving this (x). The Getæ, we are told by 
Herodotus, believed the Soul's Immortality— 
and were the braveſt and juſteſt of Men (y). 

The uncommon Bravery and Contempt of 
Death, diſplayed by the Gauls(z), Germans(a), 
Jeus (b), and Chriſtians (c), are aſcribed by 
heathen Writers to the ſame Belief. The ima- 
gined Protection of the Gods has often given 
uncommon Strength to mortal Arms (d). As 

the Apprehenſion of adverſe Heaven has ſome- 
times weakened the very Powers of Nature (e). 
Great Inſtances of Courage and Perſeverance, 

it muſt be owned have been ſometimes ex- 
erted from Deſpair, Habit, civil Inſtitution, or 
in favour of a darling Paſſion. But ſurely the 
Belief of a guardian Providence, and the well- 
grounded Hope and Affurance of Immortali- 
ty, is the moſt rational Incentive to defy eve- 
ry mortal Terror. This, and this only, makes 
a Man invincible in his Sufferings, and throws 
as it were an invulnerable Shield around him. 

Need he fear the Loſs of an infirm Body, 
whoſe immortal Part is ſafe? Or can he 
be ſolicitous about the Expiration of a ſhort 
and uncertain Term whom an infinite 
Reverſion awaits ? Seneca ſays the fame 


(x) Eſay e F bereic Virtue, $8. &. iy ante, 1. 4. c. 93. 
(x) Ce/. de Bell. Gall. I. 6. Lacan. I. 1. (a) Appian in Celt. 
(5)Tactt. Hiſt. I. 5. c. 5. le] Lucian de Dea 8yr. (d)Hi 
memores Deorum adeo pertinaciter pugnaverunt. Liv. I. 31. 
4. 27. te) Di me terrent & Jupiter Heſtis. Virg. Ex. 12. 


Sr Thing, 


* 


D 1 
Thing 75), and à glorious Lift of Chriſtian 
Martyrs have given dreadful Inflances of 


Courage in Confirmation of this Truth. This 


makes me wonder at a Paſſage in a-gay mo- 
dern Writer, Who, I know, is in every Sol- 
dier's Hand, which foems to exclude Religi- 
on ſrem having any Share in promoting Cou- 
rage; Speaking of Pattul, when preparing 
for Execution, * This Man, fays he; who had 
« braved Death in ſo many Battles, finding 
Tt himfſelf alone with a Prieſt, and his Cou- 

rage no longer ſupported by Glory and Paſ- 
<«. fiery, the ſole Sources of Intrepidity, pour- 
© ed out a Flood of Tears into the Chaplain's 
te Boforn—when he— ſaw the Wheels and 
c Racks—he fell into Convulſions of Ter- 


* ror (c).“ Now what are we to infer from 


this Story, but that Parłul was no Hero ? 
Gloty and Paſſion (like ſtrong Liquors, which 
make drunken Cowards ſometimes attempt 
ſtrange Things) intoxicated him in a Day of 
Battle, but left him ſpiritleſs and unhappy in 
a ſerious Hour (4). Is this true cool Courage, 


O Deos omnĩum Rerum Teſtes ait, illis nos apptobari, illis in 
am- parari jubet, & Eternitatem proponere, quam qui 
Mente concepit, nullos horret Exercitus, non terretur Tuba, 
&c. Sen. Vol. 2. p. 405. & vide p. 262. (e Voltair's Liſæ of 
Cha. XII. p. 125. 12mo. ( Animus paratus ad Pericu- 
lum, & ſua Cupiditate, non Utilitate communi impellitur, Auda- 
cia potius Nomen haheat, quam Fortitudinis. Cicer. Offic. I. 1. 
2 19. Vera autem & ſapiens Animi Magnitudo, honeſtum il- 
d, quod maxime Natura ſequitur, in Factis poſitum, non in 


cCleia judicat. Cicer. ib. 
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that ſober Greatneſs of Mind, which; | Hunded 


on Reaſon and Juſtice, can patiently. ſuffer 


Pain, and ſmile on Death? The aged Polycarp 
diſgracgs both the Hero and the Writer, But 
to keep to civil Hiſtory; the Prieſt, who here 
indeed makes no great Figure, puts me in 
Mind of Valter Milli, a Prieſt too, whom 
Buchanan deſcribes as ſunk. in Years, in Con- 
Nitution weak, depreſſed by the ſevereſt Po- 
yerty, unpoliſhed by Learning, dragged to Ex- 
ecution from the Filth of a Priſon, and loaded 
with the heavieſt Reproaches, yet diſplaying 
ſuch a Firmneſs and Greatneſs of Mind as. a- 


ſtoniſhed his Enemies (e). His Sufferings and 


Death were in the Cauſe of Religion, and 
nothing but ſuch a Foundation could have 


ſupported ſuch a Weight of Miſery. 


It would be endleſs to multiply Quotations 
on this Subject. I will only ſubjoin what a mo- 
dern accurate Writer with a juſter Knowledge 


of Nature and Antiquity than your florid Ro- 


mancer has obſerved upon this Subject. No 
Man ever died in the Cauſe of Virtue and Li- 


berty, for the Sake of Truth, in the Defence 


of his Country, or on the Account of Poſteri- 


ty, who had not Immortality in ſome Senſe 


or other before his Eyes (J). 
The triumphal Crown and ſhadowy Tem- 
ple of Fame will not, I preſume, be oppoſed 


e Buchan, Rer. Scot. Hiſtor. p. 481. Ed. Edinb, 1727. 
) Matho, Vol. 2. . 12 to 


s J 
to the Crown of Glory, and the Building of 


God eternal i in the Heavens. | 

The Greatneſs of the Chriſtian Reward is 
admitted; but I muſt own, objected to, as 
making Virtue mercenary. But this Objec- 
tion might be eonſidered upon the Principles 

of Antiquity, and ſhewn idle and vain, made 
up of Stoical Rant, Ignorance of Nature and 
of Chriſtianity, eontrary to what Experience 
and civil Policy approves, and, as you are ſen- 
ſible, Sir, entirely ſubverſive of military E- 
Rabliſhnhent. Rewards to the Inventors of 
Arts, and diſtinguiſhed Honours to the diſtin- 
guiſhed in Battle have been given by every 
wiſe State, to ſupply the Want of publick 
Spirit, the Property of the few happily form- 
ed by Nature, and refined by Education. A 
Republick, Which allots no Rewards to the 
Deſerving, nor Puniſhments to Offenders, is 
eſteemed-in Tully an unreaſonable and ill-or- 
dered Conſtitution (g). Tully ſpeaks the Senſe 
of all wiſe Legiſlators, Hiſtorians, Philoſo- 


phers and 'Stateſmen. Solon (b), Plato (i), 
| Xenophon (E), Jhocrates (I), Cubes (m), Li- 


2 (1), Seneca (o), our More (p), Hollis (9), 


(g) Tull. de Nat. Decor. p. 3103. 
of Phil:f. p. 22, 3. Cicer. Ep. p. 2164. 
pub. Vol. 1. p. 372, 374, 306. (+) Xen, Cyrop. p. 87, 
426, 440, 448. (1) Ifocrat. ad Nicocl. (in) Cebet. Tab. 
u) Liv. Vol. 350 p. 358. Vol. 4. p. 72, 95, 122. (o) Sen. 
Vol. 1. p. 7, 8, 21, 359. p) Sir Tho. More's Utopia, by 
Bp. Burnet, p. 775 4116. (g) The Caſe of Sir Randal 
Crew, Append to Ruſhw. Hift. Coll. Pp. 266. 
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() Stanley's Lives 
(i) Plato de Re- 
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Pym(7);Temple(s),and a Hundred more rave 
faid the ſame Thing. The (Reman, Policy is 
Juitly. applauded. for exciting, Merit . he 
Diſtribution of publick: Honours (). A Re- 
publick of Philoſophers, A City of Patciots, a 
Society of Men ſolely influenced by 
Spirit, and directed by the common 
the moral Reaſon and Fitneſs of Things, warer 
ſtrained by any'Laws or Magiſtracy, and un- 
influenced by Hopes or Fears The Hiſtory 
of all Ages, the Laws of all Nations, the Ext 
| perience of near ſix thouſand: Years diſclaims. 
it, denies it any Exiſtence but in the Brain. of 
an Infidel (2). *Tis a chimerical Syſtem of 
Beings more romantic than all the whimfi- 
cal Utopia' s of ancient or modern Stateſmen. 
Was indeed Reaſon proportioned to Paſſion,, 
and the preſent Allotments to Vice and Vir- 
tue, a ſufficient Poiſe againſt the Depravity: 
of human Nature and Miſeries of Mortality, 
further Motives to Action would be unneceſ- 
ſary. But the contrary is true from Experi- 
ence and the Confeſſion of Antiquity, Laws 
reſpeet the e Practice. The greater 


00 Ruſhw. vel 1. 733 (0 Temple s Miſcell. 24 Part 
$394. (4) De. :ddfcton 's Life of Tully. Vol. 3. p. 261. 
(#) Si qua 6 ſapientium Civitas, quam docti fingunt mag 1 
quam norunt, Liv. J. 26. c. 22. Urbs trunca ſine Seal, 
fine Plebe, fine Magiſtratibus, Prodigium. ib. J. 31. c. 29. He 
that diſccvered the Land of the Gyants, and the Remains of the 
ancient Pygniean Empire, is wittily enough ſuppoſed to hawe found 
out this phile ibis W Wd. Memoir, 7 Mart. ese þ. t20. 


Part 


lick: 
or 


181 


More Men are led by Senſe than Reaſon (x). 


There is a weak Side in human Nature, a 
Blemiſh in the moral Fabrick very viſible and 
greatly lamented by Antiquity, Vine! is dif- 
ral or publick \fFeQtions, as they are ert 

are violated in numberleſs Inſtances . 
any viſible Miſery ſuffered, or Intereſt leſ- 
ſened; and they are ſometimes again preſerv- 


ed to the viſible Miſery of Man, as in the 


Caſe of Regulus, or as it often happens, in a 


corrupted Court, where Virtue is dangerous 


and Vice reputable. In this Caſe, nothing 
but an Apprehenſion of greater future Miſery 
can over- balance the Senſe of a preſent Grati- 
fication ; nothing leſs than future Happineſs 
is ſufficient to diſſipate Terrors that threaten 
Virtue. 


tion ? In Government and military Diſcipline 


(wv) Pauciflimi in omni Evo fapientes evadunt. Sex. Vol. 1. 
p. 33. Vitia erunt, donec Homines. Tacit. Hiſt. I. 4. c. 74. 
Cum videris Forum Maltitudine refertum, hoc ſcito, Mie tan. 
tundem eſſe Vitiorum, quantum Hominum. Omnia Sceleribus 
& Vitus plena ſunt. Sen. Vol. 1. p. 30, 31. 

(x)Quemadmodum Ratione recte fiat, fic Ratione peccatur. Al- 
terumque a paucis & raro ; alterum ſemper & a plurimis. Cicer. 
de Nat. Deor. p. 3092, 3578. See Plato de Repub. Vol. 1. 
P. 280, 302. uv. Sat. 14. 

Non paria patiuntur, quæ paria commiſerunt ; & ſæpe 
qui minus commiſit, plus patitur. Sen. Vol. 1. p. 19. Plus 
committitur, quam quod poſt coercitione ſanari. ib. p. 31. 


it 


Are not Love and Fear, the natural, I 
may ſay, the univerſal Springs of human Ac- 
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it is obſervable) how midct theſe are conſi- 
dered CE). Was every Mar left to be a Law 
unto himf{elff"vhat' Immorality' and Confu- 
fion would enſue (a)? And had your c 85018 
mon Men, Sir, no Officers, whom they 
toved or feared; would not Mutiny and De- 
ſertion be the Conſequence ? Nor is Love 
and Veneration, Eſteem and Authority in- 
conſiſtent (V0, or not reconeileable in the 
fame Perſon, eN2t:12fOt ain N "167 : Boten 
But conſider Chriſtianity in the Light you 
do human Laws, as intended to reſtrain the 
vicious, whom Chriſt profeſſedly came to 
reclaim: And does not the Neceſſity M ankind 
are under, in order to ſupport and carry on 
the Ends of good Government, of puniſhing 
many Crimes by human Laws, infer an equal 


) Antonius——alios Pudore & Probris, multos Laude & 
Hortatu, omnes Spe Promiſſiſque accendens. Tacit. Hiſt. I. 3. 
c. 2 ſapientiſſimum quemque Reverentia, Fideque juni- 
ores Periculo ac Metu continuit. Tacit. Hiſt. I. 4. c. 69. The 
Committee of Safety had neither received the Reverence, nor in- 
culcated the Fear,” which any Government. muſt do, that was ta 
laſt any Time. Lord Clarend. Hiſt. Vol. 6. p. 707. (a). O 
Conſuetudo peecandi, quantam habes Jucunditatem in improbis 
& audacibus, cum Pcena abſuit, & Licentia conſecuta eſt. Cicer. 
in Ver. I. 3. The dreadful Licentiouſneſs of Man, when unre- 
ſtrained by any Fear of the Gods, or Laws of Man, is juftly ob- 
ſerved by Thucydides in his xoble Deſcription of the Plague at 
Athens. Thucyd. I. 2. c. 53. (6) Patronus, Dominuſque 
non minus ſeverus, quam facilis & clemens. Sueton. Auguſt. 
c. 67. Quantum, Dii boni, Decoris illi, quantum Ponderis, 
Gravitatiſque adderent ? Quanta eſſet cum Gratia, Auctoritas? 
Nemo illum amabilem, qui non ſimul venerabilem diceret ? 
Sen. Vol. 2. p. 455, 6. queis ille ut pariter carus ac veneran- 


dus eſſet, effecerat. 2, Curt, I. 3. c. 6. 1715 
. or 


(5s 1] 


or rathet A much greater | Neceſlity: of Pun 


iſhment where human Laws cannot- reach ? 
Iftemporary Pains and Penalties will reſtrain, 
much more Mill. eternal: If a Mugiſtrateꝰs 


Authority; mueh more that of: the: Judge of 


all the arth. ¶ Moes qt the grłater Danger 
ariſe tom the greateiĩ Power; aud the more 
grievous: the; Puniſhment, is not the: Re- 
Reaint much greater? 6 
I know that Man under dels Guchmtas⸗ 
O08, 4s repreſented under the moſt ſervile 
Character, —as having his Hands tied up— 
as a Creature gentle from the Fear of his 
Keeper —as a Tyger ſtrongly chained—as a 
Monkey under Diſcipline, Lord Shaft/b. Cha- 
rater. Vol. 2. p. 21, 26, 5 5. Now not to 
object to the falſe Repreſentation of Man's 
Condition under theſe Images, and granting 
no Merit in theſe Creatures under theſe Cir- 
cumſtances; yet ſurely Miſchief prevented 
is of ſome Conſequence to the World. But 
I ſhould think the Conduct of reaſonable and 


voluntary Agents practiſing Truth and Virtue 


from the Injunctions of the ſupreme Autho- 
rity, and the conſequent Happineſs of ſuch 
a Practice both in this and a future State, 
deſerved a higher Character of Merit, than 
that of a Tyger chained. An honeſt heathen 
Poet. and heathen Philoſopher, allow this 

I 2 Conduct 
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Conduct a Share of Praiſe to the 
our baptized/Infidels (c). 

For Man to purſue his 


qreat6ft Inveredd dh 


Creatures to their Creator, is not Virtue. Is 
it Religion then ? Is the Conduct wrong? | 'Is 


there any Thing in the Injunctions of God but 


what is virtuous, or tends to promote Vir. 
tue in every Station and Circumſtance ? Did 


God indeed impoſe any Thing againſt Reaſon 
or Vittue, and Man from Fear or Hope o- 


beyed, ſuch a mercenary and ſervile Compli- 


ance might deſerve the Cenſure and Reproach 


gion and Virtue are connected. And how. 
ever figurative the Expreſſions may be, that 


deſcribe this future State, yet the moſt: ra- 


tional of the Chriſtian Clergy, have confidered 
it as a State of only more enlarged Virtue and 
Knowledge; and Truth and Happineſs,Grace 
and Glory, as but the ſame Thing, differing 
not in Nature, but Duration (d). Let not 


then the Deiſt be ſcandalized at the Expreſ- 
bons uſed by the e's api to deli * 


( eh; 7.5 a 3 dg 20 1 Abels. H. fed. "i Lt 


v. 293. Aliud Genus Hominum, nec ipſum ERTIES; > 


endum, eorum, qui cogi ad rectum, compellique 5 
22 


Sen. Vol. 2. p. 1 Oy: 1. (d) See Dr. Scot's 
Lis Part * ee e 
1 Locality 


Diſgrace of 


of the World; but in the Caſe before us, 
Rea ſon and Faith, Duty and Intereſt, Reli- 


[ 57 ] 

Locality and Nature of this future. State, 
Plato, Sir, is as particular as Chriſt ; de- 
ſcribes the Manſions of the bleſſed, and the 
Torments of the wicked, under as ſenſible 
and viſible Images, the Judgment Seat, the 
Juſt on the right hand and the wicked below 
on the left, ſeparated by a Gulph, dreadful 
and unpaſſable (e), as the Chriſtian Legiſla- 
or. The Deſcriptions of both are wiſely 
adapted to the Capacities of Men dwelling in 
Bodies of Fleſh, and to be wrought on by 
ſenſible Objects. Diodorus Siculus, and Po- 
lybius, tis well known, have both, as well 
as Plato, thought the Doctrine of a future 
State neceſſary to the Support of Society. In 
Conſequence of this Neceſſity, no doubt this 
Belief was inculcated in Greece and Rome: 
And the great Actions and heroic Characters 
in the Story of both theſe People, are aſcrib- 
ed by Lord Moleſworth to the Belief of Elyſian 
Fields, and an Aſſurance of future Hap- 
pineſs (/). 

But here I muſt not diſſemble the glorious 
Things ſaid every where in Tally and Seneca, 
and our ſplendid Moraliſt the Lord Sha/ts- 
bury, in favour of diſintereſted Virtue. Vir- 


tue it cannot be denied is all-lovely and all- 


00 Plato de Repub. 1. 10. ad Finem. J Pref. to the 
Account of ER: | 


I perfect 
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perfect in Idea, ſhines by her own native 
Light, and commands Reverence from every 
reaſonable Being. But Mankind in general 
are not thoſe reaſonable Beings, have not 
Philoſophy enough to ſee the Beauty of Vir- 
tue in every Inſtance, nor native Vigour to 
purſue it when ſeen. Corrupted Nature 
ſpreads it's darkening Influence upon the hu- 
man Underſtanding and blinds it; and hangs 
ſo ſtrong a Biaſs on the Will, as to overba- 
lance virtuous and right Affections, and make 
Virtue, ſolitary Virtue, appear an Idea or per- 
fect Pattern of Beauty rather fit to upbraid 
our Weakneſs, than to influence our Practice 
or excite our Imitation. This the great Pa- 
tron of diſintereſted Virtue himſelf ac- 
knowledges in his ſerious Reflections to his 
Friend (g). Perfect Wiſdom, the peculiar 
Attribute of Deity, perfect and abſolute Rea- 
ſon, the pompous Boaſt and rhetorical Sub- 
ject of philoſophic Deſcription, never yet in- 
ſpired a mere mortal Frame. The Perfec- 
tions of the God-head never yet lodged in a 
human Body. Tully, when by the Strength 
of this one Principle he is combating all the 

Miſeries incident to Life, acknowledges that 


- (8) Alas the Misfortune of human Nature is ſuch, that it is 2 
thouſand Times eaſier to frame the higheſt Ideas of Virtue, and 
Goodneſs, than to practiſe the leaſt. Several Letters by. a noble 


Lord to a young Man at the Univerſity, p. 10. 
it 


[59] 
aſd ever yet any Exiſtence, but in the 


el "wiſe Man is yet, if ever, to appear (). 
Jo ſuppoſe the human Mind ſelf. ſuffieient 
fot it's own Happinefs, and able to defy the 
| Strokes of Nature and Mortality, 18 ſuppoſi — 
an Almightineſs in the Mind of Man, 
every Day's Experience, and every Man's 
dn Reflections confute. Virtue is no doubt 
equally fuch on a Throne or in a Priſon. 
Regullis and Titus are equally great, but not 
furely equally happy. Regulus is the Example 


made Uſe of by 7 ully and Seneca, to prove 
the Happineſs ob Virtue in Piſtreſs But 


the Caſe which Tully puts, whether Thortus, 


Bulbus, or Regulus was more happy, is not 


ſo clear as Tully admits (i). Had the Queſ- 
tion been, whether acted more agreeably to 
1 Dignity of Men and the Character of Ro- 
mins ; whether was poſſeſſed of more Vir- 
tue, Courage and true Greatneſs— this had 
admitted no Diſpute, But to make Happi- 


neſs conſiſt in Impriſonment, and the cruef - 


Tortures, which Regulus after ſuffered, ſeems 
too ſtoical and inhuman. Happy indeed you 
may call him in the pleaſing Reflection of 
having adviſed his Countrymen to what he 
thought their true Intereſt; happy in the 
4 cer. Vol. 13. P. 2652, 2683. (i) Cicer. de Finib. I. 2. c. 20 


12 Diſcharge 


Writings of the Philoſophers; and that the 
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Diſcharge. of his Truſt, and fulfilling bis Pro- 
miſe to an Enemy; 7Y though 1 ſhould, rather 
have applauded his Wiſdom, in the firſt, his 
Truth and Conſtancy in the latter. Happy 1 
ſhould have called him, had he ſeen his Coun- 
try flouriſhing and victorious, his Family in 
Peace, bleſſed with his Care and Inſpection; 
himſelf crowned with Glory, Health, and 
Fortune; but to ſay, that Regulus was happy 
in his Torments, or that he ſuffered no Pain, 
18 diveſting Man of his Humanity, or in Mr. 
Moolgſton s Phraſe, denying Man to be what 
he is. The Stoics indeed diſcarded Nature 
and common Senſe, having no other Method, 
upon. their own Tenets, to juſtify Providence 
in it's promiſcuous Diſpenſations to the vir- 
tnaus and the wicked. But ſometimes Senſe 
and Reaſon got the better of theſe unnatural. 
Principles, and we find Cato himſelf com- 
plaining of the wretched Depravity of that 
State, . where: Ambition uſurped the Rewards 
of Virtue, : and no Diſcrimination was mos 
between the good and bad Citizen (&). 
Upon this Occaſion let me obſerve to vous 
Sir, the different Extremes, which the Stoic 
and Epicurean ſeem to have run into upon 
| this Subjects. The former made Virtue a 
diſintereſted, ſelf-ſufficient Good, beautiful 


V Saluſt. p. 5 1. Ed. Oxon. 


though 


my 
chough withant: a —. and ſplendid even 


in Ruins: The! latter not only required Vir- 

tue as neceſſary to Happineſs, but rejected all 
Virtue that came not thus attended. With: 
the Stoic Virtue was conſidered as it's own 


End and Reward. By the Epicurean a. 
as the Means of Happineſs. The former 


Opinion, though beautiful, was ſomething. 
romantic, could not ſupport Nature in Diſ- 
treſs, nor vindicate the Juſtice of Providence 
while the latter equally diſgraced Virtue and 
human Nature, checked every noble Effort 
for Country and Friends, and made Self the 
Center of every Action, and Aim of every 
Paſſion (C0). The Stoics diſcouraged Virtue, and 
| hindered the Increaſe of their Sect by impoſ- 
ing a Taſk too hard for human Nature, while 
the other might well boaſt of the Number 
of their Proſelytes, their extended Conqueſts 
over Greece, and Tah, and the wide Pro- 
pagation of a Doctrine that took off the 


Severity from Virtus, and modelled it agree- 


able to the Paſſions of Mankind. Chriſtia- 
nity.propoſes a Scheme of Doctrine perfective 
of both theſe Sects; adding to the Epicurean , 


0 Atticus 6 nuch of 2; Beautiful C Burde, wits Hi.” 
fory has handed down of him, avhen conſidered in the Style of an + 
Epicurean ;, as courting both Sides, and careſſing the Friends of . 
Both; unconcerned at the Ruin of bis Country, fo that he can 


but _— himſelf. | | 
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dee Perteeten of Vumdez um tothe Stole this 
Support: of "Futurity: ſtrictly chjoining-the | 
former the Practide of Duty at the Hazard 
of Family, Fortune, and Life itſelf, andiras 
tionally ſupporting” the latter on the Rae 
or im the Flames: Im ſhort Chriflianity're-" 
convlles the moſt eu Virtue, with the 
moſt perfect Happineſs, 0 00G 
Norhing can better expoſe the'Stoical Rant 
of the Self- ſuffleiendy of Virtue, than the 
perfect Character chey found neceſryiio 
afcribs to their wiſe Man, in: order to his 
Support ad Happineſs, as they admitted not 
a future State; Man; according to their 
Syſtem, muſt be a Being of perfect Know- 
| ledge'to\ diſtinguiſh raÞ Virtue amidſt falſe! 
Appearatices, and to ttacs dut his Duty amidſt 
tte different Relations Hie beats to 4 number- 
| leſs Variety of Beings in that extenſive Chain 
which reaches ſo much above, and ſo much 
below him; of perfect Reaſon, to purſue 
this Virtue; when ſeen; of unſhaken Reſo-- 
lution to teſiſt all the Impulſes of Senſe aud 
Nature, to charm down every Pain, and 


every Terror, that can aſſault Mortality and 
over- rule all the Effects of Fate or Fortune; 
or, in other Words, Man muſt aſſume a 
Kind of Divinity on Earth; unite God-head 
and Morality with all the Feelings of Senſe, 
muſt 


[ 63 ) £2 

muſt be inſenſible; With all che Feebleneſs 
of Fleſh mult be invulnerable; amidſt all 
the Darkneſs, which clouds the human Un- 
derſtanding, muſt ſee Truth with the Keen- 
neſs of an Angel's Eye; and biaſſed by a 
fatal Train of : Paffions, muſt yet purſue 
Virtue with the diſintereſted Steadineſs of a 


God. But Ohriftianity, inſtead of ſuppoſ- 


ing ſuch an imaginary Perfection in Man, 
which Nature and Experience contradict, 
aſſerts a Blindneſs in, and adminiſters a glo- 
rious Light to the human Underſtanding ; 
pretends: not to extinguiſh the Paſſions, but 
to reſtrain and direct them in their proper 
Channels ; allows human Life to be che- 


quered with Miſery, and (ends us for Relief 


to a paternal Providence and a future State ; 
conſiders Man as a ſenſitive, as well as a 
rational Being, compounded of Fleſh and 


Spirit; and in Conſequence recommends to 
him a Worſhip of God, in Spirit and in 


Truth, and enjoins him a reaſonable Ser- 


vice; yet leſt Paſſions ſhould tranſport, or 
Pleaſures miſlead, or human Terrors affright 
him from his Duty; Chriſtianity awes him 


by future and ever-during Miſeries, enliv- 
ens him by immortal Hopes, and holds out 
to his virtuous Perſeverance under the Cala- 
mities of Life, an eternal Crown. 


Tully 
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[64] 
Tully himſelf, in his | Tuſculan Diſputa- 

tions, where he perſonates the Stoic, ſeems 
ſenſible, that Nature could not ſupport Vir- 
tue in Diſtreſs, and frequently ſends us to 
his laſt great Remedy, Death (). Sad 
Cure to be no more. But this introduces a 
new Kind of Stoical Paradox, as it leaves 
the Man who is facrificed to the Flames 
for God and Truth, a Title. to no greater 
Happineſs, than it leaves to him, who liv- 
ing and dying enjoys the natural and peace- 
ful Effects of Virtue ; nay, as it aſſigns to 
Vice and Virtue, to Tarquin who commit- 
ted, and Lucrece, who ſuffered the Rape, 
to Regulus and Balbus, ultimately the ſame 
common Fate. Our Lord had ſurely Rea- 
ſon to give, as the Diſciples had to expect 
ſuperior Comforts to ſupport them under 
| ſuperior Sufferings, otherwiſe they muſt 
have been of all Men moſt miſerable ; and 
to have annexed Miſery, final Miſery and 
utter Exciſion, to the nobleſt Efforts of Vir- 
tue and Perſeverance in the Cauſe of God, 
to have made the Lot of Stephen and Judas 
finally the fame, would have argued a De- 
ficiency of Juſtice, as well as Witdom, in 


(nm) "OR preſto eſt, quoniam Mors ibidem eſt, æter- 
num nihil lententi Receptaculum. Tuſc. Queſt, 


the 
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the divine Diſpenſations. Xenophon (n), 4 
Dionyſius Halicar. (o), and the Writers on 1 
the Law of Nature (p) give their Verdict in 
Favour of a Diſcrimination ſuited to the mo- : 
ral Condu& of Mankind. 15 7175 9 
It muſt however be owned, that Tully , 
frequently lays afide the Academic, and af- 
firms with all the Confidence of a Dogma- 
tiſt ; and both he and Seneca forgetting the 
Stoic, ſlide inſenſibly into common Senſe 
and good Morality, (for it may be obſerved 
in general, that there is as little common 
Senſe in ſupporting every Tenet of a Sect, 
as there is of common Honeſty in maintain- 
ing every Principle and Proceeding of a 
Party.)- In theſe their lucid Intervals, we 

| find them bewailing the natural Depravity 
and Imperfection of Man, his Impotence of 
Will, the Blindneſs of his Reaſon, and the 
Miſeries of Mortality, with all Seriouſneſs | 
of enlightened Chriſtians (2). The Neceſ- | 
ſity | 


(n) Xen. Cyrop. p. 48. EY 1 

(o) Dion. Halicar. in Yofſ. de Idol. p. 40. (2). ll 

( p Moolaſton, p. 203. 7) Nuſquam Lux Nature 
appareat - ſimul atque editi & ſuſcepti ſumus, in omni continuo It 
Pravitate & in ſumma Opinionum Perverſitate verſamur. Tuſc. 
Quæſt. I. 3. init. Mecum ipſe conſiderans, incipio humani 
Generis Imbecillitatem Fragillitatemque extimeſcere. Vereor 
enim ne Natura, cum Corpora nobis infirma dediſſet, iiſque 
& Morbos inſanabiles & Dolores intolerabiles adjunxiſſet, Ani- 
mos quoque dederit, & Corporum Doloribus congruentes, | 
& ſeparatim ſuis Angoribus & Moleſtiis implicatos. Cicer. {1 
Vol. } 


e 
ſity of a future State may be deduced from 
their Writings in numberleſs Inſtances... The 
bright Side of this future Scene they often 
attempt to pry into; they conjecture, they 
wiſh, they fear; falſe Philoſophy comes acroſs 
and reſolves all into Fate, Kindred, Ele- 
ments, or eternal Silence. With what Rap- 
ture, can J imagine, theſe two great Wits 
would have received this momentous Doc- 
2 this ſhining Supplement to an imper- | 
fect State? What charming Views of God 
and Providence would they. have ſet before 
us! What unbounded Flights into Futurity 
would they have taken 
What — been ſaid here, and the Conſe- 
quence, which the Propagation of this modiſh 


Vol. 1 3. p. 281 Eſt in Animis omnium fere molle quid- 
dam, demium, 5 enervatum, quodammodo & lan- 
idum, ſenile. Tuſc. Quzft. I. 2. c. 21. p. 2680. To the 
ane Purpoſe "ſee Nenoph. Memor. p. 22. Nemo per ſe ſatis 
valet, ut emergat. Sen. Vol. 2. p. 130. Sæpe noxia concu- 
piſcimus, nec deſpicere, 2 pernicioſa ſint, licet. ib. Vol. 
I. p. 389. Toties necefle eſt admoneam non loqui me de fa- 
Plentibus——ſed de imperfectis Hominibus honeſta ſequi vo- 
lentibus, quorum Affectus ſæpe contumaciter parent. 76. p. 
394- Cogita Animi mille Labes, neque enim recta Ingenia. 
16. p. 180. Iſtic (i. e. in Terra) mille Corporum & Anin.orum | 
Peſtes. ib. p. 175. Cætera, quibus involuti ſumus, Vincula 
Animorum, Tenebræque ſunt ; ; obruitur his Animus, oft atca- 
tur, inficitur, arcetur a'veris & ſuis, in falſa conjectus. Om- 
| ne illi cum hac Carne gravi Certamen eſt. 7b. p. 184. Quid 
Opus Partes deflere ? Tota Vita flebilis eſt. 3b. p. 139, &c. 
Voluptate capiuntur omnes —quæ illecebra Turpitudinis—— 
ab Errore Mentis tanquam ay aliquid aſciſcitur. e. 
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Doctrine of diſintereſted Virtue has been Po 5 
ready, attended with, will, I hope, divert 


you, Sir, from enliſting under the Banners 
of theſe Viſionaries. It was the inculcating 


this very Principle, that we ought not, to 


ſerve God for Hopes of Reward, or Fear 


of Puniſhment, 
Time gave riſe to the Sect of the Sadducees, 


and introduced a total Diſbelief of the Soul's 


zien (r); which beſides the fatal Influ- 
" ence it muſt have upon Mankind in general, 
may more particularly affe& the Soldiery, as 
it naturally tends to beget in us a Reluctancy 
to hazard and expoſe that Life, which when 
once loſt, is, * this Principle, loſt for 
ever. 

Theſe, good Colonel, are ſome of the 
Spoils, which your Friend fighting under the 


Banners of Chriſt, has taken in his frequent 


Expeditions on heatheniſh Ground. And 
now I hope the Enemies of Chriſtianity will 
be aſhamed to object to a Religion, which 
comes thus confirmed by the Teſtimony of 
thoſe Writings, which may not improperly 
be called their own Scriptures. 


But let the Infidel think as he will | 


theſe, and theſe only, are the Principles 


(r) Veg. de Idol. L -3; p. 38. Ed. Amt. 1668. 


that ſoon after Aexander's 
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